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"Patents"  Margins  Cleared 

BOARD  FINDS  THEM  "NOT  EXCESSIVE" 

EVIDENCE  available  to  the  National  Board  for  Prices  and  Incomes 
does  not,  it  says,  "permit  the  conclusion  that  the  margins  [on  advertised 
proprietary  medicines]  are  excessive,"  and  the  Board  refrains  from 
recommending  any  changes  in  those  margins. 


Those  findings  are  announced  in  the 
eightieth  report  of  the  Board,  dealing 
with  distributors"  margins  on  proprie- 
tary medicines.  The  report  points  out 
that  medicines  are  subject  to  resale 
price  maintenance,  a  matter  before 
the  Restrictive  Practices  Court  and 
therefore  suh  judice.  What  little  price 
cutting  occurs  is  spasmodic  and  mainly 
confined  to  supermarkets.  The  Board 
also  noted  that  the  pattern  of  profit- 
ability of  pharmacies  is  uneven.  Many 
small  shopkeepers  often  earned  less 
than  they  could  as  managers.  For  full 
report  see  p.  151. 

Hearing-aid  Batteries 

NO  MORE  RECOMIVIENDED  PRICES 

HAVING  put  up  the  prices  of  their 
hearing-aid  batteries  at  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  Mallory  Batteries,  Ltd., 
Crawley,  Sussex,  have  now  accepted 
that  there  should  be  "a  substantial  re- 
duction" in  those  increases.  The  deci- 
sion follows  a  report  by  the  Prices  and 


Incomes  Board  in  May,  in  which  the 
Government  was  recommended  to  ask 
the  American-owned  firm  to  withdraw 
the  rises.  The  company  announced  on 
August  7  that  recommended  retail 
prices  for  Mercury  hearing-aid  batteries 
would  cease,  and  the  direct  result 
should  be  a  substantial  cut  in  prices. 
The  company  pointed  out  that  Boots, 
Ltd.,  were  now  selling  the  RM675H 
battery  in  slide  of  six  at  2s.  2d.  each 
(sevenpence  less  than  the  previous 
recommended  price). 

New  Currency  Problems 

RETAILERS  VISIT  DECIMAL  BOARD 

MR.  E.  J.  DOWNING  (an  assistant  sec- 
retary. National  Pharmaceutical  Union), 
was  among  the  members  of  a  four-man 
deputation  to  the  Decimal  Currency 
Board  in  London  on  August  8.  Pur- 
pose of  the  deputation,  which  was  on 
behalf  of  members  of  the  Retail  Alli- 
ance, was  to  put  forward  the  views  of 
the  independent  retailer  about  certain 


aspects  of  proposed  coin  handling  pro- 
cedures during  the  change-over  period. 
Among  other  subjects  discussed  were 
the  future  status  of  the  present  six- 
pence, dual  pricing  of  goods,  change 
giving,  currency  exchange  facilities  and 
the  format  of  conversion  tables. 

Slide  Viewers 

REVIEW   BY  "JVHICH?" 

THE  August  issue  of  Which!,  pub- 
lished by  Consumers"  Association,  in- 
cludes a  review  of  twenty-six  viewers 
for  2  X  2  in.  slides.  Points  looked  for 
included  evenness  of  illumination 
(except  in  four  viewers  that  were 
without  built-in  illumination),  picture 
quality  and  endurance.  Through  each 
viewer  were  put  3,000  slides.  All 
lighted  viewers  developed  a  flicker, 
curable  by  cleaning  and  bending  back 
the  contacts,  by  that  stage.  A  table 
gives  ratings  from  one  to  three  for 
those  criteria  and  mentions  price, 
weight,  magnification,  lens  material 
(glass  or  plastic)  and  other  features 
and  extras.  A  criticism  is  offered  of 
the  transformer  units  supplied  for 
some  battery  viewers  that,  though  they 
were  in  themselves  electrically  safe, 
they  could  be  mistaken  for  an  ordinary 
two-pin  plug,  with  the  danger  that  an 
unwary  user,  finding  it  did  not  fit  his 
household  socket,  might  replace  it  with 
an  ordinary  plug.  Which?  concludes 
that  the  two  automatic  viewers  tested 


PREPARING  FOR 
HARVEST  AT  HERB 
FARM:  Worker; 
hoeinK  a  field  of 
lavender  on  the  farm 
of  William  Ransom  & 
Son,  Ltd.,  Hitchin. 
Herts,  preparatory  to 
harvesting.  Conditions 
have  been  extremely 
had  for  cutting,  many 
of  the  plants  heing  up- 
rooted by  rain  and 
sale-force  winds  dur- 
ing July.  The  yield  of 
oil  now  being  distilled 
is  below  average  where- 
as that  of  chamomile 
oil  distilled  before  the 
storms  was  above  aver- 
age. The  peppermint 
plants  have  made  rapid 
growth  due  to  the  wet 
weather,  but  the  oil- 
yield  per  cwt.  of  herb 
is      expected      to  be 
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gave  good  pictures  but  no  better  than 
many  battery  viewers.  The  paper  selects 
as  joint  "best  buys'"  among  the  simple 
viewers  the  Agfa  Gevaert  Gacki  and 
Paterson  2x2  pocket  viewers;  among 
the  battery  viewers  the  Timothy 
Whites,  Dixon's  Prinz,  Coneiff  Scoper, 
Photax  Stellar  and  Paterson  Viscount. 

Antibiotic  Resistance 

CALL  FOR  PERMANENT  .STUDY 

BRITAIN  needs,  says  Dr.  E.  E.  Ander- 
son (director  of  the  Enteric  Reference 
Laboratory,  PubHc  Health  Laboratory 
Service),  a  permanent  autonomous 
body  with  watching  brief  over  prob- 
lems associated  with  the  use  of  anti- 
biotics. Dr.  Anderson  reaches  that 
conclusion  in  a  paper  published  in  the 
Briiish  Medical  .loiinuil  (August  10) 
on  drug  resistance  in  Sulmouclla  lyphi- 
inurium.  He  expects  that  an  official 
study  now  in  progress  will  end  when 
the  committee  conducting  it  has  re- 
ported, but  he  considers  that  a  per- 
manent body  should  be  able  to  insti- 
tute studies  of  problems  as  they  arise, 
without  the  need  for  Ministerial  deci- 
sion to  set  up  committees.  In  his  paper 
Dr.  Anderson  reports  that  the  major 
pathogen  responsible  for  a  rise  in  5. 
typhimurium  infection  in  calves  in 
Britain  during  1964-66  was  a  single- 
phage  type,  against  which  a  range  of 
antibiotics  were  ineffective.  Attempts 
to  control  and  treat  the  disease  re- 
sulted in  the  acquisition  by  the  type 
of  transferable  multiple-drug  resist- 
ance. Transmission  of  the  drug-resist- 
ant type  to  man  resulted  in  many 
human  infections,  and  the  suggestion 
is  made  that  such  transmission  of 
resistant  types  could  lead  to  transfer 
of  resistance  to  specifically  human 
pathogens.  Dr.  Anderson  would  like 
the  use  of  antibiotics  to  be  re-examined 
in  the  light  of  new  information,  so  that 
policies  may  be  evolved  to  protect  their 
long-term  efficacy  in  man  and  animals. 

Stupefying  Baits 

FARMERS  IN  MINISTRY  TRIAL 

USE  of  stupefying  baits  by  farmers  for 
the  control  of  wood-pigeons  on  brassi- 
cas  has  been  the  subject  of  trials  recenty 
completed  in  Bedfordshire  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food.  Their  pur- 
pose was  to  test  the  practicability  of 
the  method  in  the  hands  of  farmers 
and  to  determine  whether  farmers 
could  control  wood-pigeons  humanely 
in  that  way  without  undue  risk  to 
game  birds  and  birds  of  the  protected 
species  to  the  extent  achieved  by  the 
Ministry's  experiments.  Twenty  fanners 
licensed  to  lay  the  baits  carried  out 
forty-one  trials  on  thirty-six  sites. 
Nearly  1,400  wood-pigeons  were  collec- 
ted and  humanely  killed.  Unintentional 
casualties  were  one  pheasant  and  a  part- 
ridge: eight  pheasants  and  a  partridge 
were  stupefied  but  recovered.  One  sky- 
lark and  a  turtle  dove  were  reported 
to  have  been  affected  but  recovered; 
137  corvids,  mostly  rooks,  were  also 
taken  and  killed.  The  Ministry's  scien- 
tists have  been  conducting  field  experi- 
ments under  licence  and  have  devel- 
oped a  technique  using  tic  beans 
treated  with  alpha-chloralose  which 
reduces  the  risks  to  a  level  regarded 


as  acceptable  in  the  light  of  the  exten- 
sive crop  damage  caused  by  wood- 
pigeons. 

Hospital  Staff 

BETTER  HEALTH  CARE  PROPOSALS 

THE  Minister  of  Health  is  consider- 
ing recommendations  on  the  care  of 
the  health  of  hospital  staff.  They  are 
contained  in  the  report  (H.M.  Sta- 
tionery Office,  price  5s.  6d.)  of  a  com- 
mittee set  up  jointly  by  the  Central 
and  Scottish  Health  Service  Councils. 
"It  is  absurd,"  say  the  report,  "that 
in  an  organisation  devoted  to  the 
treatment  of  the  sick  and  their  restora- 
tion to  health,  the  health  needs  of  its 
employees  should  continue  to  be  neg- 
lected, as  they  are  at  present."  Action 
suggested  includes  the  setting  up  of  an 
occupational  health  service  for  hospi- 
tal service  employees;  and  bringing 
cloakroom,  changing  and  other  ac- 
commodation at  least  to  the  Factory 
Act  and  Shops,  Offices  and  Railways 
Premises  Act  minimum  requirements. 
Recommendations  are  made  as  to  the 
functions  and  staffing  of  the  proposed 
service  and  its  relationship  with  other 
hospital  departments  and  services. 

Britisli  Standards 

LARGE  AEROSOL  "DISPENSERS" 

WHEN  the  British  Standards  Institution 
introduced  BS  3914  (Aerosol  Dispensers 
Part  1)  in  1965,  the  field  was  already 
large  and  expanding.  Manufacturers 
and  users  were  anxious  to  have  avail- 
able nationally  agreed  test  require- 
ments to  ensure  the  safety  of 
non-returnable  aerosol  containers.  The 
constructional  and  performance  specifi- 
cations are  successfully  seeing  the  in- 
dustry through  a  growth  period  that 
as  yet  is  nowhere  near  its  peak.  First 
part  of  the  standard  related  to  con- 
tainers up  to  620  c.c.  (currently  being 
revised  to  an  upper  limit  of  820  c.c), 
covering  the  vast  majority  of  aerosol 
containers  commonly  used.  Now  added 
(price  6s.)  is  Part  2,  1968  "Non- 
returnable  Metal  Containers  over 
820  c.c.  and  up  to  1,400  c.c.  and 
85  mm  Diameter  for  use  with  liquefied 
Propellents.  "  Applications  of  aerosols 
of  that  size  range  are  rare  and  highly 
specialised  at  present.  The  standard 
is  being  introduced  because  of  manu- 
facturers" recognition  of  the  signifi- 
cance of  a  continental  trend  toward 
larger  sizes.  The  new  specification 
deals  only  with  the  container  (not 
with  valves,  spray  heads  or  contents). 
The  standard  gives  terminology, 
materials,  construction,  finish,  filling 
volume,  sampling  and  testing,  and  spe- 
cifies the  information  to  be  supplied 
by  the  purchaser  and  the  manufac- 
turer. Appendices  give  notes  on  the 
modification  of  formulations  and  notes 
on  regulations  to  be  observed. 

Trade  Missions 

TRAVEL  EXPENSE  REFUND  CHANGES 

FROM  September  16  refunds  of  inter- 
national travel  expenses  for  trade 
missions  leaving  or  arriving  in  the 
United  Kingdom  are  being  based  on 
the  actual  return  passage  cost  or  the 
return  economy-class  air  fare,  which- 
ever is  the  less.  Previously  the  refund 


has  been  on  the  basis  of  first-class' 
travel,  except  for  missions  makingj 
scheduled  air  passages  of  less  thanj 
three  hours'  duration.  The  Govem-i 
ment's  financial  assistance  for  inwardl 
and  outward  trade  missions  is  avail-l 
able  to  Trade  Associations,  Chambers! 
of  Commerce  or  other  similar  non- 
trading  bodies  under  certain  con-j 
ditions  through  the  British  National! 
Export  Council.  Up  to  50  per  cent,  oil 
international  travel  costs  (75  per  cents 
for  Australasia  and  certain  Far  Eastern; 
countries)  may  be  paid.  Further  details! 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Council.  ! 

Factory  Explosion 

OUTPUT  AND  EMPLOYEES  AFFECTED  | 

A  NUMBER  of  employees  were  taker 
to  hospital  when  an  explosion  occur- 
red at  the  Maidenhead,  Berks,  toilet- 
ries and  cosmetics  factory  of  Beechan 
Products   (U.K.)   on   August    13.  Tht 
explosion  took  place  in  the  tank  stort 
during  a  delivery  of  the  aerosol  pro 
pellent.  Isceon.  Only  one  member  oil 
the  staff  and  the  tanker  driver  wer<M 
detained  in  the  hospital,  their  injurieiji 
not,  it  is  understood,  serious.  Producn 
tion  of  some  aerosol  products  may  b(f 
delayed,  but  work  is  being  transferrecH 
to   other   production  lines   and  trad<n 
supplies  are  not  expected  to  be  affectedji 

Purchase  Tax 

FALSE  EYELASHES  AND  FINGERNAILS 

ARTIFICIAL  eyelashes  and  artificla 
fingernails  become  chargeable  with  pur 
chase  tax  at  the  rate  of  50  per  cent 
from  September  3,  Customs  and  Excisi 
having  decided  that  the  articles  shouh 
be  taxable  as  toilet  requisites  unde 
Purchase  Tax  Schedule,  Group  31. 

IRISH  NEWS 

THE  REPUBLIC 

Unsupervised  Poison  Sal( 

GROCER  FINED 

A   COUNTY    Monaghan   grocer  an(|l 
spirit  merchant,  Peter  Connolly,  Maiill' 
Street.  Carrickmacross,  pleaded  guilt;M 
at   the   local  court  on  July  23  to  if.A 
number  of  summonses  brought  by  thiul 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  Hill 
was  fined  £5  under  the  1875  Pharmacfl 
Act  and  ordered  to  pay  £5  2s.  expenHl 
ses  and  £4  4s.  costs  for  selling  a  sche|jj 
duled    poison    in    the   absence   of  jll 
qualified  person.  Under  the  1870  Sallj 
of  Poisons  Act  he  was  fined  10s.  aniH 
ordered  to  pay  £4  4s.  costs.  DefendanH 
said  he  was  not  aware  that  the  articlJj 
sold  contained  a  poison.   He  stockef 
the  preparation  which  he  had  openlji 
on  display  to  oblige  the  farming  corn]' 
munity  who   frequently    purchased  i 
late  at  night. 

SCOTTISH  BREVITIES  \ 

Scottish  Home  and  Health  DeparlH 
ment  E.C.S.  (Pharmaceutical)  CirculajH 
No.  24/1968  draws  attention  to  tw|| 
changes  in  arrangements  for  precau!j| 
tions  against  misuse  of  heroin  prescrip:! 
tions.  The  arrangements  are  extendelil 
to  include  methadone  in  place  of  o||l 
in  part  substitution  of  heroin  and  thM 
maximum  normally  to  be  supplied  iH 
increased  to  sufficient  for  one  foriH 
night.  H 
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NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

The  Hanbury  Memorial  medal,  1968, 
is  being  awarded  to  Professor  Maurice- 
Marie  Janot. 

The  text  of  the  Health  Services  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1968,  has  been 
published  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  7s.). 

The  Harrison  Memorial  lecture  1968, 
is  being  given  by  the  Memorial  medal- 
list (Dr.  E.  F.  Hersant)  at  an  evening 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
on  December  1 1 . 

The  Government  does  not  intend  to 
relax  any  of  the  present  economic  con- 
trols this  year  even  if  there  is  an  im- 
provement in  the  balance  of  payments, 
Mr.  Roy  Jenkins  (Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  told  the  National  Economic 
Development  Committee  on  August  7. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Elliott  is  to  present  the 
paper  on  "Coating  of  Tablets"  during 
the  discussion  forum  to  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  afternoon  of  British  Phar- 
maceutical Conference  week  and  Mr. 
J.  R.  Scott  is  co-author  with  Mr.  J.  K. 
Crellin  of  the  paper.  "Drug  Weighing 
in  Britain  1700-1900"  (see  C.  &  D., 
August  10,  p.  1 17). 

Names  of  members  of  the  Distribu- 
tive Industry  Training  Board  have  been 
announced  by  the  hirst  Secretary  and 
Secretary  of  State  for  Employment 
and  Productivity  (Mrs.  Barbara  Castle). 
The  Board's  address  is  Cumberland 
House,  Lissadel  Street,  Salford  M6 
6FJ.  Among  the  members  is  Mr.  R.  G. 
James  (see  p.  141). 

In  view  of  widespread  concern  of 
transport  managers  arising  from  the 
legal  obligations  placed  upon  holders 
of  transport  managers"  licences  under 
the  new  transport  legislation,  the 
Traders'  Road  Transport  Association 
plans  to  arrange  suitable  machinery 
whereby  the  interests  of  companies  and 
their  transport  managers  can  be  repre- 
sented in  any  proceedings  before  licen- 
sing authorities  or  the  courts. 

The  full  text  of  the  report  on  pro- 
fitability in  the  British  pharmaceutical 
industry  prepared  by  the  economic 
and  financial  consultants,  Merrett 
Cyriax  Associates  for  Bayer  Products 
Co.  (see  C.  &  D..  February  17.  p.  137), 
was  published  on  August  17.  The  re- 
port analysed  the  pharmaceutical  pro- 
fits and  the  average  return  on  capital 
during  1963,  1964  and  1965  and  noted 
that  nowhere  in  the  conclusions  of 
the  Sainsbury  report  was  the  average 
level  of  return  indicated.  (Copies  of 
the  report  are  available,  price  10s., 
from  A.P.B.I.  Information  Services, 
162  Regent  Street,  London,  W.I.) 

Wednesbury  College  of  Technology, 
Kendrick  Street,  Wednesbury,  Staffs, 
wants  to  bring  its  pharmacy  techni- 
cians course  into  line  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Pharmacy  Assistants  Training 
Board,  and  of  the  students'  employers. 
The  head  of  the  College's  science  de- 
partment invites  comments  from  em- 
ployers, particularly  as  to  the  time- 
table for  the  next  session.  Enrolment 
times:—  2.30-4,30  and  6-8  p.m.,  Sep- 
tember 9  and  10;  classes  commence 
on  September  16.  Applications  are  in- 
vited from  pharmacists  to  assist  in 
arranging  and  teaching  in  the  course 
on  a  part-time  basis. 


TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

By  Xrayser 

Photography 

The  descriptive  article  on  p.  130,  tracing  the  history  and  growth  of  a 
photographic  finishers'  business,  illustrates  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  habits  of  the  amateur  photographic  enthusiast,  as  well  as  the 
advances  that  have  been  made  in  the  past  three  or  four  decades.  The 
pharmacist  has  been  involved  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  depending  on  his 
location  and  his  personal  interest  in  the  subject.  One  of  my  early  experiences 
was  to  supply  the  chemical  needs  of  a  professional  photographer,  whose 
enterprise  took  him  to  the  nearest  seaside  resort  in  the  summer  months. 
His  purchases  were  rule-of -thumb,  for  he  bought  his  hydroquinone,  metol 
and  other  ingredients  by  price  and  not  by  quantity.  Each  visit  —  and  they 
were  frequent  in  the  season  —  heralded  much  weighing,  wrapping  and 
labelling,  and  his  departure  left  us  with  ninepence  or  one  shilling  to  add 
tf)  the  day's  takings.  He  was  a  strange-looking  little  man,  with  stained 
hands,  but  his  calls  at  the  pharmacy  were  evidence  of  salesmanship.  I 
once  saw  some  of  his  work  and  it  was  of  very  good  quality.  I  asked  him 
if  he  had  a  scale  to  weigh  the  developer  ingredients,  having  in  mind  par- 
ticularly the  bromide.  Jt  seemed  that  he  had  not,  his  method  being  that  of 
the  practised  cook  who  would  never  dream  of  weighing  or  measuring 
the  salt,  but  always  seems  to  judge  it  to  a  milligramme.  At  the  time,  I  was 
curious  as  to  his  methods,  for  we  handled,  in  primitive  fashion,  our  own 
developing  and  printing,  testing  the  temperature  of  the  developer  with  an 
exploratory  fingertip  before  running  one  single  film  through  the  dish.  But 
we  at  least  had  a  printing  machine,  the  light  of  which  was  operated  by  a 
bell-push  on  the  floor,  thus  leaving  two  hands  free  to  handle  negative 
and  paper.  In  that,  I  felt,  we  were  really  up  to  date,  for  only  a  few  years 
earlier  a  neighbouring  pharmacist  had  used  "daylight"  paper,  and  deposited 
several  large  picture  frames  outside  the  door,  each  crammed  to  capacity 
with  customers'  efforts  to  fill  the  family  album.  And  now,  I  read,  the 
modern  machine  does  its  own  chemical  replenishment,  and  that  time-and- 
temperature  controls  are  automatic. 

The  old  and  the  new 

But  it  is  not  only  in  the  field  of  processing  that  advance  has  been  made. 
It  is  possible  now  to  buy  a  camera  which  has  automatic  focusing  and 
exposure  control,  and  more  prosperous  times  have  brought  such  luxury 
items  within  the  reach  of  great  numbers  of  people.  No  longer  do  we  see 
the  box  camera  with  sluggish  shutter  and  corners  patched  up  with  adhesive 
tape.  No  longer  are  we  required  to  cut  and  fit  a  piece  of  spring  wire  to 
repair  a  shutter  that  no  longer  shuts.  Yet  one  of  the  most  wonderful 
pictures  I  ever  saw  —  one  that  any  professional  photographer  would  have 
given  his  all  to  have  taken  —  came  out  of  just  such  a  camera,  taken  by  a 
doting  mother  under  conditions  that  broke  all  the  rules.  I  see,  in  the  course 
of  my  day,  evidence  of  the  trend  towards  colour,  but  there  are  still  rare 
occasions  when  black  and  white  has  an  artistic  quality  unequalled  in  photo- 
graphy. There  is  room  for  both,  but  the  day  of  the  pharmacist 
undertaking  the  work  himself  has  gone.  He  has  played  a  valuable  part 
in  the  development  of  the  art  as  practised  by  the  average  citizen,  and 
knowledge  and  enthusiasm  ensure  his  continued  connection  with  it  in  the 
years  to  come. 

Courtesies 

The  least  I  can  do,  if  I  am  not  to  be  thought  lacking  in  the  courtesies 
which  I  recently  said  had  departed,  is  to  take  some  notice  of  the  letter 
of  S.  H.  Malitski  on  p.  124.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  he  has  found  present- 
day  business  methods  as  full  of  charm  as  he  is  himself,  and  I  am  grateful 
to  him  for  his  lesson  in  diplomacy.  I  have  not  tried  the  effect  of  writing 
letters  of  appreciation  of  sales  policy  to  cosmetic  manufacturers,  but 
that  seems  to  be  a  useful  starting  point.  But  I  can  assure  your  correspond- 
ent that  I  shall  try  to  merit  charming  replies  in  the  future  by  showing  the 
requisite  deference.  In  the  cases  to  which  I  referred,  any  letter  of  reply— 
with  or  without  charm — would  have  satisfied. 
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Accounts  Committee  Restive  at  Price  Delays 

AND  A  MANUFACTURER  THREATENS  TO  WITHDRAW  A  PRODUCT 


THE  Committee  of  Public  Accounts 
has  urged  the  Ministry  of  Health  to 
consider  using  its  price-fixing  powers 
to  ensure  that  excessive  prices  of  pro- 
prietary preparations  used  in  the 
National  Health  Service  are  brought 
down  to  a  satisfactory  level  without 
delay. 

That  emerges  from  the  report  of 
the  Committee  just  published  (H.M. 
Stationery  Office,  London,  W.C.l,  price 
£3  16s.),  which  reveals  that  the 
Ministry  had  admitted  that  under 
the  voluntary  price  regulation  scheme 
agreed  between  the  Health  De- 
partment and  the  pharmaceutical 
industry,  there  was  little  incentive  to 
a  supplier  to  come  to  an  arrange- 
ment for  fixing  a  satisfactory  price. 
The  Ministry  had  taken  over  a  year  to 
arrive  at  initial  settlements  with  seven- 
teen of  the  fifty-five  suppliers  with 
whom  negotiations  were  already  in 
train  at  September  1966.  The  Com- 
mittee which  is  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  Boyd  Carpenter,  complains 
that  such  delays  could  be  expensive 
and  the  Ministry,  in  the  absence  of 
adequate  sanctions,  often  in  a  weak 
negotiating  position. 

"Longest  Ever"  Negotiations 

Evidence  was  given  before  the 
Committee  that  Merck,  Sharp  & 
Dohme,  Ltd.,  and  its  subsidiaries  had 
opted  for  direct  negotiations  in  July 
1962  but  that  the  negotiations  were 
not  complete  until  November  1967  — 
"the  longest  negotiations  ever  under- 
taken by  the  Ministry."  SiR  Arnold 
France  (Permanent  Secretary  at  the 
Ministry)  attributed  the  delay  in 
reaching  a  settlement  to  the  company's 
difficulties  in  supplying  required  in- 
formation, particularly  from  its  parent 
company  abroad,  to  accounting  diflfi- 
culties,  and  to  "differences  of  opinion." 
Giving  evidence  before  the  committee 
on  February  26,  Sir  Arnold  said  that 
the  net  ingredient  cost  of  the  major 
drugs  purchased  from  Messrs  Merck, 
Sharp  &  Dohme  in  1966  was  about  £8 
million.  In  December  1962  the  Minis- 
try accepted  the  company's  offer  of 
price  reductions  estimated  to  save  the 
National  Health  Service  about  £'57,000 
a  year,  but  asked  to  be  provided  with 
cost  and  profit  figures  for  1%I  and 
1962.  Those  figures  were  furnished  in 
February  and  May  1963  and  were 
investigated  by  the  Ministry's  accoun- 
tants, who  reported  in  September  1963 
that  the  costs  included  substantial 
sums  for  raw  materials  supplied  by  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary  company.  As 
the  published  accounts  of  the  subsid- 
iary had  shown  a  high  rate  of  profit 
on  the  capital  employed,  the  Ministry 
proposed  that  the  subsidiary's  trading 
results  should  also  be  investigated. 
Not  until  June  1964  did  the  company 
agree  to  that  extension  of  the  investi- 
gation, and  subsequent  differences  of 
view  between  its  accountants  and  those 
of  the  Ministry  caused  further  delay. 
Agreement  upon  further  price  reduc- 
tions estimated  to  be  worth  £260,000 
a  year   was    reached   as   an  interim 


settlement  in  January  1966,  and  the 
Ministry  asked  for  the  early  produc- 
tion of  1963  and  1964  trading  figures. 
Those  were  received  in  May  1966  and 
they  showed  that  profitability  had  in 
fact  been  greater  than  in  May  1962. 
The  Ministry  had  therefore  demanded 
further  price  reductions.  In  November 
1967  the  company  agreed  to  make 
reductions  estimated  to  save  the  N.H.S. 
nearly  £500,000  in  1968,  but  the  Minis- 
try was  still  not  satisfied  and  told  the 
company  so,  giving  firm  notice  that 
the  Ministry  expected  to  reopen  nego- 
tiations in  March  1968  on  the  basis 
of  more  up-to-date  figures. 

The  Committee  was  also  told  about 
negotiations  with  Smith,  Kline  & 
French  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  that  began 
in  March  1965  but  did  not  result  in 
price  reductions  until  May  1967.  The 
negotiations  were  based  on  the  com- 
pany's results  up  to  1965,  but  the 
company  stated  in  1967  that  its  profits 
had  declined  since  1965  and  that  no 
significant  price  reductions  were  called 
for.  Eventually  cuts  totalling  £75,000, 
effective  from  May  1967,  were  agreed 
on  the  understanding  that  the  position 
should  be  reviewed  early  in  1968  on 
the  basis  of  the  1967  accounts.  The 
Ministry  attributed  the  delay  mainly 
to  the  complex  task  of  combining  the 
accounts  of  the  company  and  its  asso- 
ciated suppliers.  At  the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary 1968  the  Ministry  had  not 
received  accounts  for  1966  or  for  1967. 

No  Retrospective  Provision 

The  Committee  of  Public  Accounts 
pointed  out  that  the  current  voluntary 
price  regulation  scheme  made  no  pro- 
vision for  retrospective  financial  ad- 
justment where  delays  occurred  in  the 
initial  settlement  of  prices  by  nego- 
tiation. The  Committee  deplored  the 
fact  that  negotiations  with  the  two 
companies  concerned  had  taken  so 
long.  Where  prices  were  such  as  to 
lead  to  unreasonably  high  profits,  pub- 
lic funds  ought  not,  it  declared,  to  be 


left  to  bear  excessive  charges.  Correc| 
five  action  needed  to  be  taken  prompti 
ly  and  if  necessary  with  retrospective 
effect.   It  was  unsatisfactory  that  thii 
relevant  accounts  of  the  first  compan;j 
for  1%5  and  1966  and  of  the  secon(( 
company    for    1966    had    not  beeij 
received  by  February  1968.  The  Com' 
mittee  considered  that  the  delays  in 
obtaining    the    necessary  informatioii 
and  settling  prices  revealed  a  serioui 
defect  in  the  operation  of  the  schemei 
Sir  Arnold  France  told  the  Commiti 
tee    that    the    two    Merck.    Sharp  S\ 
Dohme,  Ltd.,  preparations  subject  tcj 
investigation  were  Aldomet  and  Indoi 
cid.  When  Mr.  Boyd  Carpenter  asked 
if  Messrs.  M.  S.  &  D.  were  "deliber; 
ately   playing   it   slow,"   Sir  Arnoli! 
France  said  he  thought  that  they  hail 
their  difficulties,  and  would  probabbi 
argue  that  the  delays  for  which  thei 
were  responsible  were  defensible.  Mucl 
of  the  information  asked  for  they  re 
garded  as  irrelevant,  and  he  thought 
took  the  United  Kingdom  subsidiary  ; 
considerable    time    to    convince  th 
parent  company  that  there  were  rea 
sons   for   producing  the  information 
In  addition  there  were  genuine  account 
ing    difficulties    and    differences  o 
opinion.   Aldomet,   which  representee 
about    two-thirds    of    the  company'; 
sales  to  the  National  Health  Service 
could   not   be   replaced.    For  certair 
types  of  patients  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive said  Sir  Arnold.  "They  [the  Com 
pany]  told  us  quite  plainly  that,  if  wt 
fixed  their  price  at  the  sort  of  figure: 
we  were  talking  about  —  in  fact,  a 
anything  below  the  figures  which  thej] 
were  prepared  to  negotiate,  they  wouk 
feel  bound  to  withdraw  their  produc 
from  the  market  simply  because  th 
N.H.S.  was  but  a  small  part  of  thei 
total    world   market.    The    prices  iri 
Britain  affected  their  prices  in  othe 
markets  overseas,  and  they  could  no 
afford,  for  the  sake  of  their  marke 
here,  to  have  the  price  in  other  worlc| 
markets  pulled  down." 

FINES  FOR  NOT  KEEPING  PRESCRIPTION^ 

"Must  be  retained  if  any  part  supplied"  says  Society's  solicitor 


A  PRESCRIPTION  must  be  con- 
sidered "dispensed"  the  moment  any- 
thing named  on  it  is  handed  to  the 
customer.  That  was  the  ruling  in  a 
case  at  Hampstead,  London,  magis- 
trates' court  on  August  8,  when  Garner 
&  Pope  (1964),  Ltd.,  244  Haverstock 
Hill,  London,  N.W.3,  pleaded  not  guilty 
to  three  summonses  for  failing  to  keep 
prescriptions  as  required  under  Section 
24  of  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act, 
1933,  but  guilty  to  a  summons  under 
the  Therapeutic  Substances  Regulations, 
1957,  for  selling  without  a  prescription 
Scheriproct  suppositories  (containing 
prednisolone).  The  case  turned  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Poisons  Act,  which  states  that  a  pres- 
cription must  not  be  dispensed  more 
than  once.  For  the  company  it  was 
argued  that  that  meant  that  no  item 
on  the  prescription  should  be  supplied 
more  than  once :  a  prescription  could 


only  be  considered  dispensed  whei 
every  item  on  it  had  been  suppliec 
and  only  when  that  was  done  shouk 
the  chemist  take  it  and,  under  the  Re 
gulations,  keep  it  for  two  years.  "Then 
is  nothing  that  says  prescriptions  ma; 
not  be  dispensed  in  instalments,"  saic 
defending  solicitor.  "One  can  see  hoM 
difficult  it  would  be  to  comply  wit! 
the  law  if  one  were  obliged  to  tak< 
the  whole  prescription  at  once.  In  on( 
of  these  cases  it  would  have  meant 
lady  paying  out  £10  at  one  time."' 

Mr.  P.  St.  Iohn  Howe,  for  th( 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  which  brought  the  summonses, 
said  the  wording  of  the  Act  was  clear 
Unless  there  was  specific  instruction  tc 
the  contrary,  a  prescription  had  to  h< 
retained  by  the  chemist  so  soon  as  anj 
part  of  it  was  supplied.  By  "specifi< 
instruction"  he  meant  the  provision  ir 
the  Act  for  just  the  sort  of  contingencj 
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referred  to  by  defending  solicitor, 
namely  the  "repeat"  prescription  which 
a  doctor  could  provide  at  the  patient's 
request. 

Mr.  George  Norris,  an  inspector 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  told  the 
court  he  had  visited  the  pharmacy 
on  May  6  and  had  been  shown  the 
prescriptions  register  by  the  pharmacist 
(Mr.  Howard  Waugh).  He  had  then 
asked  to  see  a  number  of  prescriptions, 
all  of  which,  apart  from  the  three 
mentioned  in  the  summonses  and  con- 
taining the  drugs  Navidrex  K,  Doriden 
and  phenobarbitone,  had  been  brought 
to  him.  In  court  Mr.  Waugh  explained 
to  the  magistrates  that  he  had  con- 
sidered it  proper  to  hand  back  to  a 
lady  customer  of  many  years'  standing 
her  partially  dispensed  prescriptions. 
All  three  prescriptions  had  been 
brought  by  that  customer.  They  had 
been  collected  the  day  after  the  in- 
spector's visit. 

Referring  to  the  further  summons, 
defending   solicitor   said   that   a  man 


Alleged  Opium  Theft 

A  HOUSEWIFE  and  a  married  couple 
were  committed  for  trial  at  the  Inner 
London  Sessions  when  they  appeared 
on  remand  before  a  special  sitting  of 
Thames  magistrates'  court,  held  at 
Tower  Bridge  court  on  July  22.  Mrs. 
Marion  Ann  Aldous,  Bow,  was  accused 
of  possessing  a  quantity  of  opium  at 
her  address  on  June  15.  Marco  Cava- 
ciuti,  London,  N.4,  was  charged  with 
stealing  a  quantity  of  opium  worth 
£15  belonging  to  his  employers,  Bush 
Boake  Allen,  Ltd.,  at  Wharf  Road, 
Shoreditch,  on  June  12,  and  his  wife 
was  accused  of  receiving  a  quantity  of 
opium,  knowing  it  had  been  stolen, 
on  or  before  June  14.  Cavaciuti  was 
granted  bail  totalling  £500,  and  both 
women  were  allowed  bail  of  £50  each. 

No  Evidence 

Evidence  was  given  that  one  of 
three  senior  employees,  all  of  whom 
had  been  accused  of  the  alleged  theft 
of  opium  from  their   company  (see 


had  come  into  the  shop  saying  he  was 
in  pain  and  needed  the  suppositories. 
The  man  had  said  that  he  normally 
showed  chemists  the  empty  box  of  his 
last  supply  and  they  provided  him  with 
a  new  one.  Mr.  Waugh  had  not  rea- 
lised that  a  prescription  was  necessary. 

After  the  magistrates  had  ruled 
against  the  company,  defending  solicitor 
pointed  out  that  there  was  no  question 
of  any  surreptitious  behaviour.  Through 
"an  excess  of  zeal,  if  anything,"  Mr. 
Waugh  had  kept  a  clear  record  of 
all  the  prescriptions,  though  not  obliged 
to  do  so.  Without  those  entries  the 
inspector  would  not  have  known  about 
the  prescriptions,  and  the  summonses 
would  never  have  been  brought.  Mr. 
Howe  agreed  that  the  offences  had  been 
committed  by  mistake,  and  that  there 
was  no  criticism  of  the  company. 

On  the  first  three  summonses,  des- 
cribed as  "a  technical  fault,"  the  com- 
pany was  fined  a  total  of  £15,  with 
£5  5s.  costs.  For  supplying  a  drug 
without  a  prescription  it  was  fined  £10. 


C.  &  D.,  June  29,  p.  561)  had  died 
while  on  bail  awaiting  trial,  and  at 
a  special  sitting  of  Thames  Court  held 
at  Tower  Bridge  court  on  July  22  the 
names  of  the  deceased  and  his  two  col- 
leagues were  cleared  when  the  prose- 
cution offered  no  evidence  against 
them.  The  other  two  men,  Mr.  Felix 
Gascoyne  MuUinger  (works  manager), 
79  St.  James  Avenue,  Beckenham, 
Kent,  and  Mr.  John  McLeman 
Mitchell,  F.P.S.,  9  Wood  Lane,  High- 
gate,  N.5,  both  entered  pleas  of  not 
guilty  to  the  charge.  With  the  de- 
ceased, Mr.  Alexander  George  Rae, 
(departmental  manager)  96  Upminster 
Road  South,  Rainham,  Essex,  they 
had  appeared  at  Thames  Court  on 
June  22.  All  had  been  charged  with 
stealing  as  servants  approximately  four 
pounds  of  opium  the  property  of 
their  employers,  Bush  Boake  Allen, 
Ltd.,  Wharf  Road,  Shoreditch, 
on  June  17.  After  the  prosecution 
offered  no  evidence  in  the  case,  the 
magistrate  dismissed  the  charge,  and 


granted  costs  of  £10  10s.  each  out  of 
local  funds. 

Stole  900,000  Tablets 

At  Norwich  Quarter  Sessions  recently 
a  local  student,  Alistair  Edward  Gil- 
roy  aged  eighteen  pleaded  guilty  to 
charges  of  breaking  and  entering  the 
factory  of  Inter-Alia  Pharmaceutical 
Services,  Ltd.,  Thetford,  Norfolk,  and 
stealing  900,000  dexamphetamine  tab- 
lets and  of  being  in  unauthorised  pos- 
session of  the  drug.  He  was  sentenced 
to  three  years'  imprisonment.  Raymond 
Francis  Clay,  aged  nineteen,  Thetford, 
admitted  similar  offences  and  was  sent 
to  prison  for  three  years.  John  David 
George  Webb,  student,  aged  seventeen, 
Oulton  Broad,  and  Gordon  Marrin 
also  aged  seventeen,  unemployed. 
King's  Lynn,  were  each  sent  to  Borstal 
after  both  had  admitted  charges  of 
receiving  and  possessing  drugs.  Richard 
James  Webb,  Norwich,  and  Robert 
Ellis  unemployed,  Norwich,  after 
pleading  not  guilty,  were  each  con- 
victed of  receiving  50,089  stolen  tab- 
lets. Webb  was  sentenced  to  three 
years"  and  Ellis  to  nine  months'  im- 
prisonment. The  Recorder  congratu- 
lated the  County  Police  and  regional 
crime  squad  on  the  speed  with  which 
they  had  acted  after  the  raid. 

Fictitious  Patients 

A  DOCTOR  obtained  drugs  from  two 
chemists  by  making  out  prescriptions 
in  fictitious  patients'  names,  magis- 
trates at  Tottenham,  London,  were 
told  on  August  9.  Dr.  Edward  Francis 
Shanahan,  78  Wellington  Road,  En- 
field, admitted  a  charge  of  obtaining 
thirty  Drinamyl  tablets  by  false  pre- 
tences from  F.  Simmons,  Ltd.,  Queen 
Ann  Place,  Enfield,  and  asked  for  a 
similar  offence  involving  fifteen  tablets 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  On  both 
occasions  the  drugs  were  obtained  dur- 
ing July.  He  was  placed  on  probation  for 
two  years.  Dr.  Shanahan  also  admitted 
driving  in  Hertford  Road,  Edmonton, 
on  July  23  while  unfit  through  drugs, 
and  was  fined  £75,  disqualified  for  one 
year,  and  ordered  to  pay  costs  of 
£15  15s.  For  driving  in  a  dangerous 
manner  in  Croyland  Road,  Edmonton 
on  July  23,  which  he  also  admitted,  he 
was  fined  £25  and  disqualified  for  a 
year,  to  run  concurrently.  As  a  con- 
dition of  the  probation  order.  Dr. 
Shanahan  was  ordered  to  spend  one 
year  in  medical  treatment  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  D.  McGregor,  who 
told  the  court  that  Dr.  Shanahan  suf- 
fered from  manic  depression.  Mr.  J. 
Potter,  for  Dr.  Shanahan,  said  that  he 
had  "an  unusual  and  tragic  history." 
He  qualified  in  Ireland,  and  at  one 
time  had  had  quite  a  distinguished 
surgical  career,  holding  senior  appoint- 
ments in  the  north  of  England.  But  he 
suffered  from  manic  depression,  alco- 
holism, and  addiction  to  certain  drugs, 
and  had  spent  some  years  in  psychia- 
tric hospitals.  He  was  at  present  in 
hospital,  though  during  the  past  few 
years  he  had  made  successful  efforts 
to  overcome  his  cravings  and  depres- 
sions. Dr.  Shanahan's  recent  break- 
down resulted  from  the  shattering  of 
his  plans  to  have  his  wife  and  children 
over  from  Ireland  to  live  with  him, 
added  Mr.  Potter. 


NATIONAL  AWARDS  COUNCIL  GRADUATES 


Sunderland  school  has  first  pharmacy  successes 

NAMES  of  the  first  pharmacy  stu- 
dents to  be  awarded  degrees  of  the 
Council  for  National  Academic  Awards 
have  been  announced.  The  students  at- 
tended Sunderland  Technical  College 
school  of  pharmacy — the  first  of  six 
schools  to  have  pharmacy  courses  ap- 
proved by  the  Council — from  Septem- 
ber 1965  to  July  1968.  The  successful 
candidates  are:  — 


Ordinary  Course 

Murray,  D.   S.  (with 
commendation) 

RocKLiFFE,    Linda  R. 
(with  commenda- 
tion) 

Allmey,  B.  D. 

AsHBROOK,     Mary  B. 

Bone,  D. 

Burrows,  Sarah  M. 
Clarke,  I. 
Collins,  E, 
CtooPER,  Pamela  L. 

CXiNNINGHAM,  B. 


CURRIE,    D.  N. 

Davies,  Frances  M. 
Dhanani,  Laila 
doorbar,  c.  w. 
Fearn,  B.  H. 
Forrest,  P.  A. 
Hall,  A.  F. 
Hedgman,  M.  C. 
Heys,  J.  Y. 
Horbury,  D.  E. 
Jasani,  R.  H. 
jolley,  j.  d.  r. 
Jones,  C.  E. 
Leach,  A.  M. 


LlLLEYMAN,    C.  J. 

Maim,  V.  K. 
Moore,  D.  W. 
Od(.er.s,  J. 

POYNTON,   G.  F. 

Prke,  D.  J. 
Roberts,  J.  C.  T. 
Ryves,  M.  J. 
Scott,  D. 
Sharpe,  J.  N. 
Shaw,  S.  A. 
Sherry,  Patricia  M. 

SOREMEKUN,  O. 

Spicer,  Christine 
SwiNBURN,  Joan  1. 
Tanna,  a. 
Tansantikul,  N. 
Thornthwaite,  N.  E. 
Valjee,  S.  H. 
Wells,  K.  C. 
Wise,  S.  R. 
Wood,  J.  C. 

Honours  Course — 
First  class  honours 
Saunders,  A. 
Second  class  honours 


(firs!  division) 
Flltcher,  Margaret 
Fowler,  M.  G. 
HuGILL,  Marjorie 
Johnson,  M. 
Lang,  Mildred 
Marley,  Judith 
Wade,  G. 

Second  class  honours 
(second  division) 
Benning,  Diane 
BlDMEAD,  M.  C. 

Brooks,  J.  P. 
Brown,  Janet  A. 
Chakera,  S.  A. 
Crooks,  M.  J. 
Firth,  Susan  A. 
Gibson,  Mary 
Myers.  Edith  A. 
Orr,  N.  a. 
Phillips,  Yvonne 
SiDDY,  J.  W. 
Stone,  B.  W. 
suchak,  k.  d. 
Third  class  honours 
Anibaba,  a.  a. 
Bruce,  D.  M. 
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COMPANY  NEWS 

Previou.*;  year's  figures  in  parentheses 

INPHARM.  LTD.— Application  lists 
for  shares  (see  C.  <fi  D..  July  13,  p.  24), 
are  due  to  close  not  later  than  August 
20. 

TAKEDA  CHEMICAL  INDUS- 
TRIES, LTD.,  Japan.  —  Results,  in 
million  yen,  for  year  ended  March  31; 
Net  sales,  118,334  (103,907);  operating 
profit,  17,980  (14,287). 

ARNOLD  M.  GEE,  LTD.— Final 
dividend  for  year  ended  March  31 
lifted  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  making 
15  per  cent.  (10  per  cent.).  Combined 
trading  profit  rose  from  £42,000  to 
£54,000. 

GEORGE  SALTER  &  CO.,  LTD.  — 
Sales  during  year  to  March  30, 
£3.393.348  (£3,337.609).  Group  profit. 
,£61,185  (against  loss  of  £48,723);  net 
profit  £20,973  (loss  £61,053)  after  tax, 
£40,212  (£12,330).  Dividend,  5  per 
cent.  (nil). 

PHILIP  HARRIS  (HOLDINGS), 
LTD.  —  Group  turnover  (including 
inter-company  transactions)  for  year 
ended  March  31.  £2,103,818 
(£1.950,982).  Net  profit,  £66,778 
(£55,458)  after  tax,  £49,795  (£31,597). 
Surplus  on  sale  leasehold  premises  nil 
(£72,729).  Dividend  proposed  2s.  7d. 
<2s.  6d.)  per  £1  share. 

CRODA  PREMIER,  LTD.  —  The 
company's  formal  offer  for  British 
Glues  and  Chemicals,  Ltd.,  represents 
an  increase  of  about  Is.  6d.  per  share 
over  the  original  ofter  (C.  &  D..  July 
27,  p.  77).  Terms  of  the  new  offer  are 
one  Croda  Ordinary  plus  £2  18s.  of 
7  per  cent,  convertible  loan  slock  for 
every  twelve  British  Glues"  Ordinary 
shares.  The  board  of  British  Glues  have 
again  turned  down  the  offer. 

BUSINESS  CHANGES 

GLENN  CHEMISTS  are  opening 
a  branch  pharmacy  at  The  Mall, 
Craigshill.  Livingston,  on  August  19. 

R.  &  M.  JAMES,  chemists,  have 
removed  to  182  (from  223)  Lower 
Road,  London.  S.E.I6. 

BIOREX  LABORATORIES,  LTD., 
have  removed  to  Biorex  House,  Canon- 
bury  Villas,  London,  N.l  (telephone; 
01-359  0011). 

MR.  M.  F.  WALSH  has  acquired 
the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  M.  J.  Dore, 
Templeogue,  co.  Dublin.  Eire.  Mr. 
Walsh  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Ireland  for  some  years  and  is  a 
founder  member  of  the  Irish  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Medical  Representatives" 
Association. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Directors 

ROCKET  OF  LONDON,  have 
appointed  Mr.  Hadyn  G.  Meredith  to 
the  board  as  from  September  1.  Mr. 
Meredith  was  formerly  surgical  sales 
manager,  Allen  and  Hanburys  (S.E.), 
Ltd. 

DRUG  HOUSES  OF  AUSTRALIA, 
LTD.,  London,  have  appointed  Mr. 
P.  A.  Gallagher  director  and  manager 
of  the  company  as  from  September  1. 
Mr.  Gallagher,  at  present  assistant 
manager,  succeeds  Mr.  B.  M.  Wood, 
who  is  transferring  to  the  parent  com- 


pany"s  organisation  in  Australia  on 
August  3 1 . 

STERLING-WINTHROP  GROUP. 
LTD— Mr.  D.  C.  Renton.  M  PS.,  has 
been  appointed 
director  of  new 
product  devel- 
opment of  the 
Group's  r  e  - 
search  division. 
Mr.  Renton 
entered  retail 
p  h  a  r  macy  in 
1951  and  be- 
came a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Phar- 
m  a  ceutical 
Society  in  1955. 
He  joined  the 
research  and  development  division  of 
Sterling-Winthrop  as  head  of  com- 
mercial evaluation  unit  in  November 
1963.  —  Mr.  A.  F.  King  (director, 
Winthrop  Laboratories  and  of  Win- 
throp  Products  Co.),  has  been 
appointed  assistant  to  the  general 
manager  of  Winthrop  Laboratories  in 
addition  to  his  present  duties. 

Representatives 

J.  GROSSMITH  &  SON,  LTD., 
have  appointed  Mr.  D.  J.  Webb,  area 
representative  for  Somerset,  Devon, 
Dorset,  Cornwall,  Gloucester  and 
Herefordshire. 

SOLPORT  BROTHERS,  LTD.,  have 
appointed  Mr.  E.  C.  W.  Gordon  to 
their  sales  staff.  On  January  I,  1969, 
Mr,  Gordon  will  become  the  sales 
representative  of  the  company  for 
London  north  of  the  Thames.  East 
Anglia,  the  Birmingham  area  and 
south-west  Midlands. 

Executives 

STATS  (MR).  LTD.,  143  Broms- 
grove  Street.  Birmingham,  5,  have  ap- 
pointed Mr.  N.  Price  head  of  their 
sales  and  client  service  division,  as 
from  September  2, 

CROOKES  LABORATORIES, 
LTD,,  have  appointed  Mr.  G.  Beagley 
to  the  newly  created  post  of  senior 
product  manager.  He  will  be  respons- 
ible for  all  marketing  planning  systems 
and  for  co-ordinating  marketing  pro- 
motions undertaken  by  the  medical 
division. 


ROUSSEL  LABORATORIES,  LTLl 
have  appointed  Messrs.  D.  W.  Ml 
Mullan,  M.P.S,,  and  R.  G,  Muril 
general  sales  managers  with  responJ 
bilities  for  the  United   Kingdom  ail 


Mr.  D.  W,   McMullan       Mr   R.  G.  MurieJ 

export  respectively.  Mr,  W.  Kirk  (fc 
merly  assistant  sales  manager  in 
U.K.)  has  been  appointed  sales  man! 
ger  of  Roussel  Laboratories  in  Britif 
Canada.  In  consequence  there  hal 
been  a  number  of  other  new  appoirl 
ments,  namely  Messrs.  J.  C.  Crof 
assistant  sales  manager;  D.  Buxtoj 
hospital  divisional  manager;  J. 
Evans,  regional  sales  manager  for  tl 
North  of  England.  Messrs.  Brownri| 
and  Roche,  area  manager. 

OVERSEAS  VISITS 

MR.  PAUL  BRANT  (export  manl 
ger.   SolfKjrt    Brothers,   Ltd.).  is  visl 
ing    the    company's    agents    and  ctl 
tomers   in   Uganda,   Kenya,  Tanzani| 
Zambia  and  South  Africa  August 
to  October  19.  Mr.  Brant  is  one  of 
group  of  representatives  from  var 
United    Kingdom    industrial  organis 
tions  whose  purpose  is  to  increase  ol 
exports  to  South  Africa.  The  missiJ 
being  sponsored  by  the  London  Chatj 
ber  of  Commerce. 

PERSONALITIES 

MR,  H,  A.  CAUSER,  recently  il 
tired  personnel  manager  of  The  Britif 
Drug  Houses,  Ltd.  (now  BDH  Chen| 
cals,  Ltd.)  returned  to  Poole 
August  6  to  meet  many  former 
leagues  and  friends  who  rememberl 
him  when  he  was  personnel  managl 
with  B  D.H.  labor:ilor\  chemicals  diw 


Mr.  H.  A,  Causer  (second  right)  with  diri'ctors  of  BDH  (  hciiiii:(ls.  Ltd.  From  left  the  directv 
are  Messrs.  F.  R.  Law,  H.  G.  Rolfe  (mana^fini;)  and  L.  I.  It  G.  Burle.v.  The  occasion  was 
dinner  to  mark  his  retirement  as  personnel  manager. 
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lion  and  to  attend  a  farewell  dinner 
riven  in  his  honour.  Although  Mr. 
Mauser  transferred  from  Poole  to  Lon- 
ion  in  1949,  he  made  regular  visits  to 
3room  Road  in  the  course  of  his  job 
ind  was  well  known  to  virtually  every- 
jne  within  the  company.  He  began  his 
ong  career  in  personnel  matters  ai- 
nost   by   accident.    Many   years  ago, 

Ivhile  working  in  the  company's  dis- 
)atch  department  in  London  he  noticed 
jromine  being  carried  without  suffi- 
:ient  protection  and  wrote  a  letter  to 
he  works  director  suggesting  that  it 
)e  carried  in  metal  baskets.  The  timing 
if  his  letter  coincided  with  the  fact 
hat  B.D.H.  needed  a  safety  officer, 
lesult :  Mr.  Causer  was  appointed  to 
he  post.  From  that  time  he  became 
:ngaged  on  staff  matters.  When  the 
:ompany  established  its  laboratory 
;hemicals  division  at  Poole,  Mr.  Causer 
xansferred  from  London  as  personnel 
nanager,  a  post  he  held  until  1949, 
(vhen  he  returned  to  London  to  be- 
:ome  personnel  manager  at  B.D.H. 
leadquarters,  a  post  he  held  until  his 
retirement. 

MRS.    H.    S.  BROCKLEHURST, 

KMl  M.P.S.,  J. P.,  of  Hull  who  is  in 
he  Royal  Infirmary,  Inverness,  is  re- 
Dorted  to  be  improving.  She  com- 
plained of  feeling  unwell  while  on 
loliday  in  Scotland  and  was  admitted 
;o  the  infirmary  where  an  emergency 
operation  was  carried  out  on  August  3. 
Mrs.  Brocklehurst  who  has  been  chair- 
nan  of  the  Hull  A  Group  Hospital 
Management  Committee  for  ten  years 
ind  a  member  of  the  Leeds  Regional 
Hospital  Board  since   1954.  has  been 

I  a  justice  of  the  peace  since  1948.  In 
I'  1945  she  was  president  of  Hull  Che- 
;i-  mists'  Association  and  the  Inner  Wheel 

II  Club  of  Hull. 

'  j   MR,   L.   A.    B.    PILKINGTON  (a 
"  jdirector  of  Pilkington  Brothers,  Ltd., 
St.   Helens,   Lanes)   has   received  the 
HRoyal    Society's    Mullard    award  for 
■1968  for  his  outstanding  advances  in 
il|lhe  technology   of  glass  manufacture 
lliand  in    particular   for   his  invention 
liiand  the  development  of  the  float  glass 
Bjlprocess.  The  process  has,  in  the  space 
of  a  few  years,  established  itself  as 
the  principal  method  of  production  of 
flat   glass,   has   been    licensed    to  all 
major    producing    countries,    and  is 
producing  royalty  income  of  at  least 
£3  million  a  year  from  overseas  manu- 
facturers. The  award  consists  of  a  gold 
Tiedal  and  a  prize  of  £  1,000  and  is 
being  presented  on  November  30. 

MR.  R.  G.  JAMES  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  newly  formed  Distribu- 
tive Industry  Training  Board  as  an 
amployer  member.  Mr.  James  is  a 
director  of  N.  Quenby,  Ltd,,  who 
operate  pharmacies  in  Canvey  Island, 
Rayleigh  and  Thundersley,  Essex.  Ori- 
ginally a  schoolmaster,  he  has  had  in- 
terests in  pharmacy  for  thirty-one 
years  through  the  business  started  by 
his  wife  (then  Miss  Norah  Quenby, 
M.P.S.)  four  years  before  her  marriage. 
A  son   and   a   daughter   (Mr.   E.  Q. 

I James  and  Mrs.  C.  Boardman)  are 
also  pharmacists.  Mr.  James  has  re- 
tained his  keen  interest  in  education, 
being  a  governor  of  several  local 
schools  and  of  the  College  for  the 
Distributive  Trades.  He  is  also  chair- 


man of  the  training  committee  of  the 
board  of  management  of  the  National 
Chamber  of  Trade  and  a  member  of 
the  council  of  the  Retail  Trades  Edu- 
cation Council.  His  hobbies  include 
yachting  and  fishing. 

DEATHS 

HALLEWELL.— On  July  2!  Mrs. 
Ethel  Mary  Hallewell,  M.P.S.,  41 
Beaks  Hill  Road,  Kings  Norton,  Bir- 
mingham, 30.  Mrs  Hallewell  qualified 
in  1932. 

JERRAM.— Recently,  Mr.  Thomas 
Jerram,  M.P.S..  10  Main  Street,  Tur- 
riff, Aberdeens,  aged  sixty-four.  Mr. 
Jerram  served  his  apprenticeship  in 
Glasgow  and  qualified  in  1926. 

KNAPMAN.  —  On  July  28,  Mr. 
Frank  Edward  Knapman,  M.P.S.,  28 
Hillsdunne  Road.  Peverell,  Plymouth. 
Mr.  Knapman  qualified  in  1934. 

MUCKART.  —  On  July  27,  Mr. 
George  Morrison  Muckart.  M.P.S..  2 
Great  Norwood  Street,  Cheltenham. 
Glos.   Mr.   Muckart  qualified  in  1939. 

MUNRO.— On  July  28.  Mr.  James 
Munro,  M.P.S.,  469  Kilmarnock  Road. 
Newlands,  Glasgow,  S.3.  Mr.  Munro 
qualified  in  1920. 

TONKIN,— On  August  3,  Mr.  Leslie 
Tonkin,  M.PS.,  Sheldon,  Tredavoe 
Lane,    nr.    Penzance,   Cornwall,  aged 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 

Antidepresi^ant  Availab'e  Now  to 
G.P.'s. — After  nine  months'  usage  by 
consultant  psychiatrists  in  hospitals 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
new  antidepressant  Prondol  of  John 
Wyeth  &  Bro.,  Ltd.,  Huntercombe 
Lane  South,  Taplow,  Berks,  is  now 
available  for  prescribing  by  general 
practitioners.  Prondol  is  a  tricyclic 
compound  of  novel  type  shown  in 
clinical  trials  to  control  a  wide  range 
of  depressive  symptoms  as  rapidly  and 
effectively  as  existing  drugs  but  with 
significantly  reduced  incidence  of 
atropine-like  side-effects.  Non-sedative, 
it  may  be  co-prescribed  with  a  seda- 
tive or  tranquilliser  when  necessary. 
Packs  are  bottles  of  100  and  500 
15-mgm.  tablets  (S.4b). 

OVER-THE-COUNTER  MEDICINALS 

Available  to  Chemists. — Marketed 
at  first  to  industrial  users.  Gynopax 
tablets  by  Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co,. 
Ltd..  are  analgesic  tablets  suitable  for 
headaches,  neuralgia  and  menstrual 
pain.  Packs  are  bottles  of  twenty-five 
(2s.  9d.)  and  250  (14s.  Id.)  and  a  strip 
pack  of  500  for  dispensing  only. 

COSMETICS  AND  TOILETRIES 

Cologne  Toilet  Water.  —  Andre 
Philippe,  Ltd.,  71  Gowan  Avenue, 
London,  W.6,  have  added  to  their  list 
a  90-c.c.  "twist"  bottle  Cologne  toilet 
water  (2s.  lOd.)  uniform  with  their 
"twist"  bottle  bubble  bath.  Outer  holds 
1  doz. 

Splash  Cologne. — Latest  addition  to 
the  Lady  Manhattan  range  of  J.  C.  & 
J.  Field.  Ltd.,  225  Bath  Road.  Slough. 
Bucks,  is  Lady  Manhattan  Splash 
Cologne    (15s.),    in    155-c.c,  elegant 


sixty-eight.  Mr.  Tonkin  qualified  in 
1925  and  was  in  business  in  the  Strand, 
Newlyn,  Cornwall  for  over  forty  years 
until  his  retirement  in  1967. 

WEST.— On  August  6,  Mr.  John 
Telfer  West,  M.P.S.,  18  Manchester 
Drive.  Glasgow,  W.2.  Mr.  West  quali- 
fied in  1921  and  was  formerly  chief 
pharmacist,  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 

WHITE.  —  On  July  20,  Dr.  John 
Stanley  White,  M.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.P., 
F.P.S.,  34  Dorset  House,  Gloucester 
Place,  London,  N.W.I.  Dr.  White  quali- 
fied as  a  pharmacist  in  1909.  He  re- 
tired in  1952  after  forty-one  years 
with  Parke  Davis  &  Co. 

INQUESTS 

Asthma  Aerosol. — Isoprenaline,  used 
in  the  asthma  aerosol  Alupent  was 
dangerous  if  abused,  said  Stoke-on- 
Trent  city  coroner  in  recording  an  open 
verdict  on  a  22-year-old  university 
student  Miss  C.  M.  Rhead.  Hilder- 
stone.  Staffs,  at  an  inquest  on  July  29. 
Miss  Rhead  died  in  hospital  after  an 
asthmatic  attack.  Her  doctor  said  she 
had  suffered  from  bronchial  asthma 
from  the  age  of  two.  The  coroner  said 
he  was  writing  to  the  makers  of  the 
aerosol  to  suggest  that  they  should 
print  the  instructions  in  red  instead  of 
in  green,  which  he  felt  was  not  promi- 
nent enough. 


square,  unbreakable  PVC  bottle — 
"ideal  for  the  bathroom" — in  the  now 
well  known  Lady  Manhattan  black- 
and-white  carton. 

"Glace  Fruits"  Make-up. — New 
"transparent  treats"  by  Dorothy  Gray, 
Ltd.,  Marshall  Road,  Hampden  Park, 
Eastbourne,  Sussex,  are  new  Glace 
Fruits  lipsticks  (10s,  6d.)  which  "slick 
on  a  film  of  colour  so  clear  that  the 
lips  really  shine  through."  All  shades 
are  glossy.  There  are  deep  Glace  plum, 
tawny  Glace  berry,  Glace  cherry  in 
the  darker  range.  Glace  apricot.  Glace 
candy  (pink)  and  Glace  damson  (lilac) 
in  the  paler  range.  To  match  the  lip- 
sticks there  are  transparent  eye  shad- 
ows (turquoise  or  lilac)  in  Elation  see- 


NEW  PRODUCTS  AND  PACKS 
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through  compact  (10s.  9d.);  Neutral, 
described  as  "the  first  truly  no-colour 
liquid  foundation"  (lis.)  giving  a  con- 
vincing  illusion   of   transparency  yet 

TRADE 


fading  out  flaws  and  blemishes;  and 
Translucent  powder  compact  (9s.  3d.), 
which  "sets"  the  foundation  without 
adding  colour. 

NOTES 


Production  Delay. — Owing  to  an  un- 
expected delay  in  production,  say  the 
manufacturers,  Maw's  Pharmacy  Sup- 
plies, Ltd.,  Aldersgate  House,  Barnet, 
Herts,  new  Nappiclene  "sanitising" 
powder  (see  C.  &  D.,  August  3,  p.  101) 
will  not  now  be  available  to  chemists 
until  the  first  week  in  September. 

Change  of  Colour. — When  present 
stocks  of  Economycin  tablets  (white 
sugar-coated)  are  exhausted,  the  colour 
of  future  batches  will  be  orange  sugar- 
coated  (shape  and  size  unaltered),  say 
Chelsea  Drug  and  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd., 
310  Old  Brompton  Road,  S.W.I. 

Prices  Down  Soon. — Pfizer,  Ltd., 
Ramsgate  Road,  Sandwich,  Kent,  an- 
nounce that  the  price  of  certain  oral 
dosage  forms  of  Rondomycin  and 
Terramycin  are  being  reduced  on  Sep- 
tember 9.  The  reductions  range  from 
10  to  20  per  cent.,  and  full  details 
are  being  given  later.  Credit  is  not 
being  given,  so  chemists  are  given 
time  to  adjust  their  buying  pattern. 

Bonus  Otfers 

Jackel  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Kitty  Brewster 
Estate,  BlytHi,  Northumberland.  Nutress 
protein  products.  3  doz.  sachets  and 
3-oz.  bottles  of  Proteinail  with  order 
for  £5  9s.  5d.  parcel  (plus  tax). 

Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd.,  9  Wellesley 
Road,  Croydon.  Potters  catarrh  pas- 
tilles. Thirty-nine  invoiced  as  thirty-six; 
eighty-one  invoiced  as  seventy-two;  14 
doz.  invoiced  as  12  doz.;  29  doz.  in- 
voiced as  24  doz.  Till  October  31. 

White  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  Penarth 
Street,  London,  S.E.I 5.  Cushion  Grip. 
Thirteen  invoiced  as  twelve.  For 
limited  period. 

Trade  Shows 

J.  GROS.SMITH  &  SON.  LTD.,  41  Picca- 
dilly. London,  W.l.  Gla.sc.ow,  St.  Enoch 
hotel,  August  19-23. 

NORMAN  HARTNELL,  LTD.,  26  Bruton 
Street,  London.  W.l.  Glasgow,  St.  Enoch 
hotel,  August  19-23. 

JACKEL  &  CO.,  LTD.,  Kitty  Brewster 
Estate,  Blyth,  Northumberland.  Dumfries, 
County  hotel,  August  20-21. 

MORNY,  LTD.,  201  Regent  Street,  London, 
W.l.  Glasgow.  St.  Enoch  hotel,  August  19-22. 

M.    &    R.    NORTON.    LTD.,    9    Park  Hill, 


London,  S.W.4.  Glasgow,  ^St.  Enoch  hotel, 
August  19-23.  Belfast,  Kensington  hotel, 
August  22-25. 

SHULTON  (GREAT  BRITAIN),  LTD.,  100 
Brompton  Road,  London,  S.W.3.  Gla.sgow, 
St.  Enoch  hotel,  August  19-23.  Liverpool, 
Adelphi  hotel,   August  19-23. 

JEAN  SORELLE,  LTD.,  76  Great  Portland 
Street,  London,  W.l.  Liverpool,  Adelphi 
hotel,  August  19-23.  Glasgow,  St.  Enoch 
hotel,  August  19-23. 

New  Metric  Sizes 

Parke.  Davis  &  Co.,  Staines  Road.  Houns- 
low,  Middlesex.  Chloromycetin  cream;  Jar 
of  250  gm.  replaces  8-oz.  jar;  ephedrine  com- 
pound elixir,  Taka-Diastase  sedative  elixir: 
Bottles  of  125  and  500  mils  and  2-25  litres 
replace  bottles  of  4,   16  and  80-oz. 

A.  Wander,  Ltd.,  King's  Langley,  Herts. 
Triominic  syrup.  Formulation:  Unit  dose 
measure  increased  from  4  mils  to  5  mils.  Each 
5  mils  contains  same  quantity  of  active  in- 
gredients. One  pack  only  (of  150  mils.)  (2 
oz.   and   20  oz.   packs  discontinued). 

Competitions 

Murphy  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wheathamp- 
stead.  Herts.  Judging  panel  has  been  appointed 
for  1968  Murphy  "Rose  Garden  of  the  Year" 
competition  (first  award  a  solid  silver  rose 
bowl  worth  more  than  £100;  six  second  prizes 
of  silver  vase;  200  runner-up  prizes  of  Murphy 
rose  products).  Closing  date  September  2. 
Colour  booklet.  "How  to  Grow  Better  Roses," 
to  every  entrant. 

Discontinued 

Lederle  Laboratories,  division  of  Cyanamid 
ot  Great  Britain,  Ltd.,  Bush  House,  Aldwych, 
London,  W.C.2.  Expedil  attapulgite/neomycin 
suspension  4  fl.  oz. 

information  for  Manufacturers 
For    Perfume    Blending. —  May  & 

Baker,  Ltd.,  Dagenham,  Essex,  an- 
nounce a  new  "perfumery  chemical", 
Vetyrol  that  has  a  strong  yet  bland  and 
mellow  odour  reminiscent  of  ionine 
and  vetiveryl  acetate.  The  company 
suggest  that  Vetyrol  has  its  own  special 
characteristics  and  its  use  should  not 
be  limited  to  that  of  a  substitute  for 
conventional  products.  In  experimental 
perfumes,  where  it  has  introduced  a 
strengthening  yet  mellowing  effect  on 
a  number  of  perfumery  compositions,  it 
showed  to  greatest  advantage  in  the 
violet  types  upon  which  it  conferred  a 
softer  and  more  natural  odour.  Vetyrol 
is   said  to   be  a   stable   pale   yellr'  ■ 


viscous  liquid  that  has  been  proved  to 
be  stable  in  soaps  and  aerosols.  TIk 
company  will  send  further  details  an([ 
samples  on  request.  i 

PHOTOGRAPHIC  NOTE5| 

New  Cine  Spools.  —  Paterson  Pro^ 
ducts,  Ltd.,  have  introduced  new 
cine  spools  for  standard  8  or  Super  i 
film  in  200  and  400  ft.  sizes.  Robusth; 
made  in  grey  plastic  and  scaled  in  fed 
and  metres  with  separate  scales  fo 
magnetic  striped  film.  The  spools  ani 
suitable  for  projectors  with  automatii 
or  manual  take-up.  Films  are  attacheil 
by  means  of  small  teeth  on  a  clutcl 
ring  on  the  hub  and  are  automaticall; 
released  at  the  end.  The  spools  ar 
available  in  Paterson  bookform  con 
tainers  or  in  metal  cans.  Distributor 
are  Johnsons  of  Hendon,  Ltd.,  Hendoi 
Way,  London,  N.W.4. 

Hand  Cine  Viewer.  —  The  ArroV; 
illuminated  cine  viewer  for  use  witi 
standard  8mm.  films  is  made  of  higlj 
impact  styrene  with  nylon  bearings.  /' 
moulded  film  path  avoids  the  scratchin;} 


of  emulsion  surface  that  occurred  wit 
previous  models.  The  viewer  is  banc 
held  and  operates  from  two  penligl 
batteries.  A  focusing  eyepiece  enable|  i 
spectacle  wearers  to  use  the  unit  witLj 
or  without  glasses.  t  j 

TRANSPORT  NOTES 

Light  Van  Bodies. — A  new  range  c. 
lightweight  alloy  box  van  bodies  fc! 
long   wheelbase  Ford  Transit  chass  ii 
has    been    introduced    by  Coachwor, 
Conversions,    Ltd..    Stanbridge,  nea; 
Leighton  Buzzard.  The  bodies  are  it 
two  sizes — 415  cu  ft.  and  478  cu.  ft.-l 
and  have  a  standard  full-length  tran;i 
lucent  plastics  roof  and  a  full-lengtl 
roller  shutter  at  the  rear.  The  lighf 
weight    all-alloy    construction   of  th| 
bodies  ensures   a  taxation  weight  c  i 
under  30  cwt.  A  number  of  option, 
extras    are   available    concerning  th 
rear     opening     including     full-lengt ' 
double  doors  or  a  single  rear  door.  Th 
Rent-A-Van    division   of   Avis,  Ltd 
Isleworth,  Middlesex,  has  ordered  20 
of  the  vehicles  and  will  be  ofPerin 
short   and   long-term   hiring  facilitit 
for  the  new  box  vans. 


TO  SERVE  THE  NORTH-WEST:  iSy  openinu  a  bii!  new  distribution  depot  al  Newton  Ic-Willows, 
midway  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  Wella  (Gt.  Britain),  Ltd.,  have  more  than  trebled 
their  warehousing  cs-faciiy  in  the  North-west  and  halved  delivery  times  to  certain  areas.  The 
depot,  fifteen  miles  from  both  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  is  within  a  mile  or  so  of  the  main 
East  Lancashire  Road  and  the  M6  Motorway.  It  facilitates  distribution  facilities  for  the  whole 
of  Lancashire,  Cheshire  and  North  Wales.  Bulk  stocks  of  the  full  range  of  Wella  products  are 
fed  by  road  trunkers  direct  from  the  factory  at  Pontyclun,  South  Wales,  into  the  enclosed  goods- 
inwards  bay  of  the  new  depot,  for  unloading  under  cover  and  rapid  transfer  straight  into 
storage. 
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WINNING  DISPLAY: 
In  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  it  most  effec- 
tivel>  met  the  three 
main  criteria:  sales 
appeal,  holiday  theme, 
creativity.  It  was  put 
in  by  Mr.  H.  Ride- 
haluh.  M.P.S.,  Bourne- 
mouth. 


BOURNEMOUTH 
CHEMIST  WINS 
SUNSHINE  HOLIDAY 

His  entry  a  creative,  holiday 
display  with  sales  appeal 

TWO  weeks  in  the  sun  for  himself  and 
his  wife  and  £100  spending  money  have 
been  won  by  Mr.  Harry  Ridehalgh, 
M.P.S.,  Wimborne  Road,  Bourne- 
mouth. They  are  his  prize  as  winner 
of  the  Optrex  "Miss  Eye  Spy"  compe- 
tition organised  in  the  period  May  to 
July  by  Optrex,  Ltd..  Perivale,  Mid- 
dlesex. 

Mr.  Ridehalgh  was  told  of  his  suc- 
cess by  a  telephone  call  from  Mr. 
Harry  Seward  (the  company's  manag- 
ing director),  after  the  judging  in  Lon- 
don recently  of  over  200  entries  from 
chemists  throughout  Britain.  The  con- 
test was  for  displays  of  Optrex  pro- 


RUNNER-UP:  The  dis- 
play by  Hodskinson 
(Chemists).  Ltd.,  Bir- 
kenhead— yachts  in  full 
sail  (both  of  them 
home-made  for  the  dis- 
play) with  the  slouan 
"Sail  Away  with  Op- 
trex." 


ducts  on  chemists'  counters  and  in 
their  windows,  with  a  special  BEA 
Silver  Wing  holiday  prize  for  the  best. 
The  winning  window,  shown  on  this 
page,  was  unanimously  picked  out  by 
the  panel  of  judges,  which  included 
Mr.  Seward  and  Dr.  R.  D.  Hill  (Op- 
trex  marketing   manager)   as  well  as 


"BIGGEST-EVER"  AFTER-SHAVE  LAUNCH 

And  a  packaging  award  as  send-oflF 

ANNOUNCING  on  August  13  the 
national  launch  of  their  new  after- 
shave lotion  Spruce,  after  a  "resound- 
ing" success  of  test  marketings  in  the 
old  TWW,  Westward  and  Tyne-Tees 
television  areas,  Gillette  Industries,  Ltd., 
Great  West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middlesex, 
added  that  they  were  backing  it  with 
the  largest  ever  pre-Christmas  after- 
shave advertising  campaign. 

Spruce,  a  cool  green  lotion,  takes  its 
fragrance  and  name  from  the  spruce 
tree.  The  bottles  (two  sizes,  115  c.c. 
(10s.  6d.)  and  58  c.c.  (6s.  9d))  were  the 
only  men's  toiletry  products  to  win  an 
award  this  summer  in  the  Institute  of 
Packaging's  Starpack  contest.  The  bot- 
tles are  cartoned  in  boxes  of  brilliant 
green  with  the  profile  of  a  spruce  tree 
in  black.  Gift  sets  will  be  available  in- 
corporating other  men's  toiletry  pro- 
ducts into  the  range  (after-shave  and 
(a)  tube  shaving  cream,  (b)  aerosol 
shaving  cream,  (c)  talc,  (d)  Cologne  and 
(e)  talc  and  aerosol  shaving  cream. 


Miss  Marlene  Richards  of  BEA,  Mr. 
Peter  Grender  of  Spottiswoode  Adver- 
tising (who  organised  the  competition), 
Miss  Mary  Noble  of  Peter  Roderick, 
Ltd.  (who  look  after  the  Optrex  pub- 
lic relations  programme)  and  the  Edi- 
tor of  the  C.  d-  D.  When  Mr.  Ride- 
halgh was  told  of  his  win  he  sent  his 
wife  out  straight  away  to  the  travel 
agent  to  discuss  ncxi  year's  holiday.  .  . 
they  have  already  had  this  year's!  The 
display,  he  said,  had  had  a  marked 
effect  on  the  sales  of  Optrex  products. 


Left:  The  pack.  Right:  The  certiKcate  of  award  set  against  a  display  of  the  products 
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Correspondence 

Letters  when  received  must  bear  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  not  necessarily 
for  publication.  Tlie  Editor  does  not  hold  himself  responsible  for  the  views  expressed. 


Prescription  Charges 

Sir. — May  I  suggest  that  all  phar- 
macists who  disagree  with  the  present 
ill-conceived  scheme  for  the  collection 
of  prescription  charges  should  write  to 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee  and 
demand  an  inquiry  into  the  unneces- 
sary public  expenditure  by  the  present 
Health  Ministry. 

B.  H.  Shepperd. 
Pocklington,  York 

What  Suggestions  for  Action? 

Sir, — Further  to  Mr.  I.  M.  Farr's 
letter  (C.  &  D..  August  10,  p.  124) 
criticising  Mr.  A.  D.  Vaughan's  reply 
to  his  previous  letter,  I  would  like  to 
know  what  constructive  suggestions  Mr. 
Farr  has  to  offer,  if  any,  for  overcom- 
ing the  present  problem  of  N.H.S. 
charges,  and  what  he  personally  is  do- 
ing about  it. 

Stanley  Blum,  Chairman, 
Chemists'  Action  Group, 
London.  W.ll 

Rudeness  by  Representatives 

Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  the 
Cosmetic  Houses  Christmas  Review 
and  I  am  appalled  at  the  rudeness  and 
bad  manners  of  the  representatives 
there.  I  remember  when  the  customer 
(that's  us)  was  treated  with  courtesy  and 
respect,  but  those  days  are  obviously 
over.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  smarter  the  representative's 
sartorial  elegance,  the  less  elegant  are 
his  manners  and  the  "sharper"  are  his 
sales  techniques. 

Disgusted 
Topics  tor  Discussion 

Sir, — A  national  conference  of  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  members  is 
being  arranged  for  November.  Those 
few  multiple.  Co-op,  and  independent 
pharmacists  are  jealous  of  their  right 
to  be  consulted  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee! Likewise  they  should  be  willing 
to  consult  local  non-committee  phar- 
macists, who  also  provide  the  Service 
— and  not,  as  they  themselves  insist, 
just  when  everything  is  almost  a  fait 
accompli.  Besides  acceptance  of  any 
proposed  terms  there  are  questions  to 
be  answered  by  the  Government.  We 
need  to  know  about  our  longer-term 
future.  Certainly  on  the  agenda  should 
be  Drug  Tariff  pricing  as  it  affects  re- 
rail  pharmacists  who  are  interested  in 
manufacturing  or  promoting  medicines, 
with  or  without  brand  names;  the  drug 
tariff;  and  Glaxo  food  terms  (now 
made  conditional  on  our  buying  their 
pharmaceuticals).  It  would  seem  to  me 
that  our  whole  future  needs  re-nego- 
tiating from  scratch  if  we  are  to  avoid 
large  redundancy,  with  repercussions 
on  pharmacists  everywhere. 

Pharmacist 
P.S.  If  there  is  to  be  a  largish  "general 
sale  list,"  surely  the  rest  must  be 
under  pharmaceutical  control  of  as 
high  a  degree  as  we  have  man-power 
for,  with  expansion  proceeding  along 
those  lines — neither  Capital  nor  the 
State   the   master   of  every  situation. 


The  situation  now  seems  that  "ethicals" 
have  no  ethics  and  the  rest  are  "sanc- 
tified." It  is  from  that  position,  to 
avoid  large  redundancy,  that  we  have 
to  treat  with  the  N.H.S.  All  of  us! 
Nor  can  I  see  that  the  Guild  of  Pub- 
lic Pharmacists  can  be  entirely  uncon- 
cerned at  the  prospect  of  large  scale 
pharmacy  closures  if  accompanied  by 
redundancy. 

Penny  Wise  Threepence  Foolish? 

Sir, — It  would  be  of  interest  to  learn 
of  the  experience  of  those  pharmacies 
that  have  installed  a  threepence  operated 
weighing  machine  outside  their  prem- 
ises, especially  if  they  had  previously 
had  the  penny  type.  We  installed  one 
of  the  new  types  about  two  years  ago 
and  we  have  been  disappointed  with 
its  receipts.  An  existing  penny  type 
proves  more  remunerative.  That  may 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  most  people 
have  a  penny  in  their  pockets  and  sel- 
dom a  "threepenny  bit."  It  goes  with- 
out saying  that  the  "penny  weigh"  has 
not  been  changed  for  about  fifty  years 
or  longer,  and  that  threepence  is  a 
more  suitable  charge.  Nevertheless  it 
is  preferable  to  have  50s.  worth  of  pen- 
nies than  12s.  6d.  of  threepences  each 
month.  Penny  in  the  Slot 

Facing  Facts 

Sir, — In  reply  to  Sir  Pressed 
(C.  &  D.,  August  10,  p.  124)  on  the 
subject  of  the  prescription  charge 
exemption,  the  intention  of  my  letter 
was  merely  to  point  out  the  necessity 
of  easing  the  burden  on  those  least 
able  to  bear  it  in  the  situation  as  it 
is  at  present.  But  if  you  wish  me  to 
comment  on  the  whole  question  of 
prescription  charges,  I  will  do  so.  Mr. 
Wilson  and  his  "merry-go-round"  have 
decided  that  economies  must  be  made 
and  that  is  that.  Though  the  scheme 
of  charges  is  ill-advised  in  conception 
and  abysmally  stupid  in  practice,  it  will 
do  no  good  to  lay  down  an  ultimatum 
and  say  that  we  will  dispense  only  on 
a  no  charge  basis  as  from  September 
1.  (As  put  forward  by  Mr.  Vaughan 
in  the  name  of  the  Action  Group.) 
Action  is  necessary  but  the  Govern- 
ment will  work  only  on  figures  and  the 
N.H.S.  Negotiating  Committee  must 
give  them  the  facts.  Ask  for  threepence, 
sixpence  or  ninepence  more  per 
prescription  (the  figure  seems  to  have 
been  arbitrally  selected),  but  you  will 
get  nothing  if  you  do  not  base  your 
demands  on  facts  and  figures.  First 
claim  the  increasing  cost  per  prescrip- 
tion due  to  the  decrease  in  numbers 
and  also  to  the  extra  time  taken  (by  the 
proprietor  or  representative),  on  the 
basis  of  the  numbers  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  since  the  beginning  of  the 
scheme  on  lune  10,  and  demand  an 
immediate  increase  in  oncost  on  this 
basis.  Then,  having  made  the  scheme 
work,  and  not  having  rejected  it  out 
of  hand  by  refusing  to  do  so — surely 
anarchy — then  may  we  claim  that  we 
are  responsible  professional  people, 
and  so  merit  an  increase  in  the  pro- 


fessional fee.  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
National  Health  Service,  and  as 
hitherto  unpaid  collectors  of  taxes  for 
the  Government.  To  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  I  say — "Do  not 
stand  aloof  from  this  vital  question. 
Take  time  off  from  next  month's 
deliberations  on  the  Law  Committee, 
and  the  committees  for  Benevolence, 
Education  and  the  rest.  Look  at  the 
whole  question  of  retail  pharmacy  in 
perspective  for,  while  planned  distribu- 
tion and  health  centres  must  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  how  we  must 
remain  viable  as  retail  pharmacists, 
what  we  need  is  action.  Press  the  nego- 
tiating committee  to  act  forcibly  on 
our  behalf — now." 

Enid  Lucas-Smith, 
Slough,  Bucks 

Why  the  Delay? 

Sir, — How  I  agree  with  the  letter  of 
Sir  Pressed  but  it  is  not  always  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  that  we  are  badly 
treated.  I  refer  to  the  "Coupon  Ex- 
change System"  and  the  likelihood  of 
receiving  compensation  for  same.  I  for- 
warded a  supply  of  coupons  to  seven 
different  manufacturers  on  luly  25  and 
not  one  has  had  the  decency  to  reply. 
The  amount  involved  is  approximately 
48s.  How  many  other  chemists  have 
suffered?  G.  H.  Wright, 

York 

PRESCRIPTION  POSER 

SENT  in  by  a  pharmacist  in  the  north- 
west, the  prescription  here  reproduced 
had  clear  directions,  but  what  was  the 
item  ordered? 


EXPANSION  PROJECTS 

A  CENTRAL  distribution  depol 
costing  £400,000  has  been  opened  by 
Izal,  Ltd.,  at  Thorncliffe,  Sheffield.  Sited 
alongside  the  main  Izal  factories  the 
depot  has  been  designed  so  that  future 
expansion  can  be  readily  achieved.  The 
single-story  structure  is  designed  to 
exploit  the  latest  order-picking  methods 
employing  specially  equipped  trucks. 

FIRST  oil  refinery  and  petrochemi- 
cal plant  to  be  built  in  Great  Britaiii 
by  the  Gulf  Oil  Corporation,  Pitts- 
burgh, U.S.A.,  was  officially  opened  b> 
the  Queen  at  Milford  Haven,  Pem- 
brokes,  on  August  10.  The  refinery 
has  a  processing  capacity  of  3  millio" 
tons  per  year  and  will  produce  a  ful 
range  of  petroleum  products.  Construc- 
tion of  the  plant  began  in  1966  and  wif 
be  completed  this  summer.  The  overal 
site  is  some  460  acres  of  which  th 
initial  development  occupies  300  acres 
Landscaping  has  been  carried  out  wit! 
a  view  to  blending  the  installations 
into  the  surrounding  countryside 
Starting  in  the  autumn,  crude  oil  sup 
plies  from  Kuwait  will  be  drawn  foi 
the  refinery  from  Gulf's  new  1  millioi 
tons  storage  terminal  at  Bantry  Bay 
Southern  Ireland. 
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Council  Co-optation 

In  arriving  at  a  decision  whom  to  co-opt  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  departure  of  Mr.  Jacob  Levy, 
the  Council  was  faced  with  the  difficulty  that  the  runner- 
up,  Mr.  J.  B.  Grosset,  is  understood  to  have  refused  to 
consider  re-entry  by  the  co-optation  route.  We  are 
among  those  who  hope  he  will  contest  another  election 
so  as  to  be  returned,  as  we  believe,  with  solid  support. 
However,  as  he  was  not  in  the  running  for  co-optation 
the  Council  had  to  look  elsewhere. 

Their  choice,  Mr.  Kenneth  Lees,  is  a  man  of  known 
ability,  with  valuable  experience  in  the  production  side 
of  the  pharmaceutical  industry.  The  fact  that  he  is 
also  one  of  the  joint  secretaries  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  Executive  should  help  in  ensuring 
that  the  voice  is  always  heard  when  appropriate  sub- 
jects come  up  for  discussion  in  Council,  and  should 
make  for  better  liaison  between  the  two  principal  exe- 
cutive bodies  of  pharmacy  in  its  professional  and 
scientific  aspects — not  that  we  are  suggesting  there  is 
any  lack  of  harmony  at  present.  We  congratulate  Mr. 
Lees  on  his  co-optation  and  wish  him  all  success  in 
his  new  capacity. 

However,  we  would  have  welcomed  some  clue  from 
the  Council  as  to  the  principles  on  which  such  vacancies 
are  filled,  since  Mr.  Lees,  apart  from  having  a  four- 
letter  surname  beginning  with  L,  seems  to  us  in  no  way 
to  represent  those  members  of  the  Society  who — mis- 
guidedly  as  it  turned  out — voted  for  Mr.  Levy.  We 
do  not  argue  that  it  is  essential  that  those  voters'  wishes 
should  be  considered  and  all  other  circumstances  dis- 
regarded. What  we  do  argue  is  that  there  should  be 
a  recognisable  principle  behind  any  choice  made,  and 
that  the  reasons  for  the  choice  should  be  briefly  set 
forth  in  the  statement  announcing  it. 

Two  Years  From  When  ? 

To  adopt  a  routine  that  appears  to  be  reasonable,  ade- 
quate or  safe  without  checking  to  ensure  it  is  legal  in 
all  its  aspects  may  lead  to  difficulties  and  personal 
anguish.  That  appears  to  have  been  the  situation  that 
gave  rise  to  a  decision  at  the  Hampstead,  London, 
magistrates'  court  on  August  8  (see  p.  138)  when  a 
corporate  body  was  fined  for  offences  under  the 
Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933. 

The  pharmacist  concerned  was  apparently  handed  a 
prescription  by  a  customer  of  long  standing.  The  items 
prescribed  had  a  total  retail  value  of  around  £10.  To 
keep  the  cost  within  the  reach  of  the  patient  he  was 
asked  to  supply  only  a  part  of  the  whole  prescription. 


He  complied  with  that  request,  returned  the  prescription 
to  the  patient,  and  asked  her  to  return  later  for  the 
outstanding  items  on  the  prescription.  He  entered 
details  of  the  transaction  in  the  prescription  book,  thus 
recording  the  supply  of  Fourth  Schedule  poisons,  and 
it  was  because  of  those  recorded  entries,  when  they 
were  noted  by  an  inspector  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  that  the  summonses  were  brought  against  the 
company. 

Rule  13  (4)  (e)  of  the  Poisons  Rules,  1968,  states: 
Except  in  the  case  of  a  health  prescription  or  a  prescrip- 
tion which  may  be  dispensed  again,  the  prescription  must, 
for  a  period  of  two  years  be  retained  and  kept  on  the 
premises  on  which  it  was  dispensed  in  such  manner  as  to 
be  readily  available  for  inspection. 
Under  the  Hampstead  magistrates'  ruling  even  though 
a  limited  or  token  supply  of  a  Fourth  Schedule  poison 
is  made  against  a  prescription,  the  prescription  is  "dis- 
pensed," and  the  chemist  must  retain  it  (always  assum- 
ing, of  course,  that  there  is  no  direction  that  the  pres- 
cription may  be  repeated). 

Technically  the  decision  appears  also  to  affect  the 
interpretation  of  Rule  13  (4)  (a),  which  declares  that  a 
prescription  of  a  Fourth  Schedule  poison  must  not  be 
dispensed  more  than  once  unless  the  prescription  has 
directed  otherwise.  It  could  well  be  argued  that  the 
supplying  of  part  of  a  prescription  would  prevent  the 
chemist  from  completing  the  transaction  later.  That, 
surely,  is  hardly  what  was  intended. 

As  we  think  it  probable  that  the  Hampstead  pharma- 
cist was  not  alone  among  retail  pharmacists  in  return- 
ing a  prescription  to  a  customer  after  dispensing  only 
part  of  it,  and  with  a  Schedule  4  drug  among  the  items 
prescribed,  we  urge  all  members  of  the  Society  to  study 
Rule  13  closely  and  henceforth  to  act  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Hampstead  magistrates'  interpretation  of  it. 

Distributors'  Margins 

The  finding  of  the  National  Board  for  Prices  and  In- 
comes that  there  was  not  sufficient  evidence  on  which 
to  conclude  that  distributors"  margins  on  proprietary 
medicines  were  excessive  (see  p.  151)  will  be  welcomed 
by  the  industry.  Though  the  wording  of  the  report 
seems  to  indicate  some  reluctance  on  the  Board's  part 
to  refrain  from  making  changes,  it  may  be  assumed  that 
there  had  been  a  serious  attempt  from  some  quarter 
to  prove  that  action  to  reduce  margins  and  therefore 
prices  was  called  for.  The  phrase  used  in  the  Board's 
remit  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  namely  "in  the  light 
of  complaints,"  must  have  coloured  the  Board's  ap- 
proach to  the  problem.  It  is  all  the  more  encouraging 
to  the  manufacturers,  therefore,  that  in  the  end  the 
complaints  were  rejected.  Repeated  references  are  made 
in  the  report  to  the  existence  of  resale  price  mainten- 
ance. On  the  one  hand  it  mentions  that  the  case  is  before 
the  Restrictive  Practices  Court  and,  therefore,  sub 
judice  (not  permitting  any  comment  to  be  made  on  that 
aspect).  Yet  on  the  other  hand  there  is  later  the  com- 
ment that  "but  for  resale  price  maintenance  larger  out- 
lets could  conceivably  afford  to  sell  at  lower  prices  than 
smaller  retail  outlets."  The  Board  recognises  the  limita- 
tions of  its  investigations  in  that  no  assessment  could 
be  made  of  either  the  costs  of  or  the  profits  on  proprie- 
tary medicines,  since  they  were  only  "a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  chemists'  total  turnover." 

The  report  seems  to  us  helpful  in  not  calling  for 
violent  change  in  the  cost  and  price  structure  of  pro- 
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prietary  medicines  and  useful  in  placing  the  relatively 
modest  volume  of  total  business  in  proprietary  medi- 
cines in  truer  perspective  at  a  strategic  point  in  time, 
namely  just  before  the  industry's  case  comes  up  before 
the  Restrictive  Practices  Court. 

Fair's  Fair 

To  stand  before  an  inquisitional  Committee  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  must  be  a  chastening  experience, 
and  those  who  are  subjected  to  such  an  ordeal  might 
be  .  forgiven  if,  during  the  procedure,  they  tended  to 
agree  with  the  suggestions  and  innuendoes  of  their 
inquisitors. 

We  feel  prompted,  therefore,  to  compliment  Sir 
Arnold  France  (Permanent  Secretary,  Ministry  of 
Health)  upon  the  attitude  he  displayed  when  he  ap- 
peared before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  in  Feb- 
ruary in  order  to  answer  questions  on  the  Ministry's 
policies  concerning  the  operation  of  the  Voluntary  Price 
Regulation  Scheme  that  was  agreed  between  the  Mini- 
stry and  the  Association  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Industry. 

It  would  have  been  easy  for  him.  by  implication  or 
possibly  inaction,  to  allow  the  pharmaceutical  industry, 
or  some  sections  of  it,  to  be  condemned  by  the  com- 
mittee without  an  opportunity  to  put  forward  its  own 
viewpoint. 

Time  and  time  again  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings 
show  that  Sir  Arnold  emphasised  the  difficulties  of 
price  negotiations,  the  problems  of  interpreting  the 
available  information,  and  the  need  to  consider  all  ex- 
tenuating circumstances  leading  to  delays  in  fixing  satis- 
factory prices. 


Negotiations  must  take  time,  and  pharmacists  kno\ 
that  delays  can  arise  from  the  Government  side  as  wel! 
as  from  their  own. 

Even  so,  we  cannot  in  all  fairness  attack  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  for  criticising  one  or  two  instance;! 
of  excessively  protracted  negotiations  with  the  manu 
facturers.  Given  the  will  on  both  sides  to  negotiate,  anc 
honest  attempts  to  arrive  at  settlements,  the  procedun 
under  the  Voluntary  Price  Regulation  Scheme  shoulc 
not  have  been  drawn  out  so  long  as  to  involve  opera 
tions  lasting  in  some  instances  considerably  more  thaij 
a  year. 

"Independents"  Lose  Ground 

The  continuing  growth  in  multiple  chemists'  sales  musl 
give  cause  for  concern  to  independent  chemists  at  whosi 
expense  the  growth  has,  one  must  suppose,  largen 
been  achieved.  The  report  (p.  152)  by  the  Econol 
mist  Intelligence  Unit  emphasises  that,  althougli 
the  independents  have  six  times  as  many  out 
lets  as  the  multiples  they  are  responsible  for  only  l-J 
times  the  turnover.  Taking  counter  sales  which,  in  19671 
accounted  for  60  per  cent,  of  chemists'  total  turnoveil 
the  multiples'  share  rose  to  45  per  cent,  and  the  forecasl 
is  that,  in  two  or  three  years,  it  may  equal  in  volumj 
the  sales  of  independents  whose  share  last  year  fell  fo| 
the  first  time  below  fifty  per  cent. 

In  this  the  chemists  are  not  unique.  The  same  trenJ 
is  apparent  among  independents  in  the  grocery  an(j 
other  trades.  It  appears  that  the  100,000  grocers  ur 
aligned  to  any  group  were  responsible  for  only  20  pe| 
cent,  of  sales. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 

B.N.F.  ADVICE  ON  "N.P."  LABELLING  REJECTED 

A  new  by-law  on  Council  nominations 


THE  Pharmaceutical  Society  cannot  agree  to  publica- 
tion of  the  labelling  advice  at  present  contained  in 
the  galley  proofs  of  the  British  National  Formulary, 
1968.  and  is  urging  that  the  proposed  entry  should  be 
deleted  and  replaced  by  the  existing  guidance  on  labelling. 
That  decision  was  taken,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Practice  Committee,  at  a  meeting  of  Council  held  in  Lon- 
don on  August  6  and  7. 

The  minutes  of  the  Committee  were  presented  by  its 
chairman  (Mr.  I.  P.  Kerr),  as  were  the  minutes  of  the 
general  practice  subcommittee.  Mr.  Allen  Aldington 
reported  that  the  Joint  Formulary  Committee,  at  a  meeting 
on  July  24,  had  discussed  at  length  the  question  of  label- 
ling containers  of  dispensed  medicines  with  the  name  of 
the  preparations  dispensed.  An  explanation  had  been 
given  of  the  position  that  might  follow  if  guidance  that 
was  opposed  by  the  Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors) 
Committee  were  given  in  the  Formulary.  However,  the 
Joint  Formulary  Committee  had  decided  to  include  in  the 
B.N.F.,  1968,  advice  that  the  Councils  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  and  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
agreed  that  the  name  of  a  preparation  should  appear  on 
the  label  unless  the  prescriber  indicated  otherwise. 

Mr.  Kerr  pointed  out  that,  although  agreement  in  prin- 
ciple had  been  reached  with  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, its  detailed  implementation  had  not  been  agreed.  The 
Society's  statement  in  March  (C.  &  D.,  March  16.  p.  230) 
had  made  it  clear  that  it  was  regarded  as  important  that 
the  pharmacist  should  in  each  case  have  a  direction;  it 
went  without  saying  that  the  form  of  direction  had  to  be 
professionally  acceptable.  To  include  the  statement  in  the 


B.N.F.  would  be  quite  wrong.  It  could  only  cause  confu 
sion  until  a  detailed  method  of  implementing  the  prir 
ciple  of  "proper  name"  labelling  had  been  agreed.  If,  a| 
had  been  suggested  at  the  meeting  of  the  Joint  Formularl 
Committee,  "proper  name"  labelling  was  to  become  paif 
of  the  terms  of  service  for  contracting  chemists,  then,  sail 
Mr.  Kerr,  the  matter  was  one  that  would  have  to  be  disl 
cussed  between  the  Central  N.H.S.  (Chemist  Contractors 
Committee  and  the  Ministry.  When  agreement  had  beej 
reached  on  the  details  of  procedure  for  "N.P."  labellin{[ 
it  could  be  announced  by  suitable  publicity  and  by  provic 
ing  an  amendment  slip  to  the  B.N.F. 

The  Practice  Committee  recommended  making  the  poirl 
to  the  Ministry  that  no  agreement  had  been  reached  oj 
the  details  of  the  method  to  be  used  for  "proper  name 
labelling.  It  also  recommended  suggesting  to  the  B.MJ 
an  early  meeting  to  discuss  how  the  agreement  reachej 
in  principle  should  be  implemented. 

The  Practice  Committee  had  also  agreed  that  a  sutl 
committee  should  be  set  up  to  prepare  a  draft  of  evidenci 
for  submission  to  the  Noel  Hall  working  party  and  th£| 
its  members  should  be  Professor  A.  H.  Beckett,  Miss  M. 
Burr,  Messrs.  G.  Calder,  T.  D.  Clarke,  J.  A.  Myers  an| 
G.  Raine,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Kerr. 

The  Society  having  been  invited  to  submit  evidenci 
to  the  joint  committee  examining  the  use  of  antibioticj 
in  animal  husbandry  and  veterinary  medicine  the  Cor 
mittee  recommended  that  the  Department  of  PharmaceutI 
cal  Sciences  should  prepare  a  paper  for  consideration  b| 
the  agriculture  and  veterinary  practice  subcommittee  an| 
Practice  Committee. 
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A  letter  was  reported  to  have  been  sent  to  the  B.M.A. 
setting  out  the  main  reasons  for  the  Society's  view  that 
medical  representatives  should  not  carry  samples  of  certain 
drugs,  and  the  matter  would  be  considered  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  B.M.A.  and  the 
Society,  to  which  also  a  representative  of  the  Association 
of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry  would  be  invited. 
The  Committee's  recommendations  were  adopted. 

Ten  Sponsors  per  Council  Candidate 

The  minutes  of  the  Organisation  Committee  were  pre- 
sented by  its  chairman  (Mr.  J.  C.  Bloomfield),  who  re- 

I ported  that  a  regional  conference  was  being  held  at  Exeter 
on  Sunday,  November  17;  details  would  be  announced 
later.  To  give  effect  to  a  resolution  passed  at  the  1967 
Branch  Representatives'  meeting  that  candidates  for  the 
Council  election  should  be  nominated  by  not  less  than 
ten  members,  the  Committee  recommended  publication  of 
notice  of  the  Council's  approval  of  an  amendment  to 
paragraph  3  of  the  by-laws,  section  XII.  It  would  be  in 
the  following  terms:  "Any  ten  members  desirous  of 
nominating  any  other  member  for  election  as  a  member 
of  Council  or  as  an  auditor  shall,  on  or  before  the 
eighteenth  day  of  March  in  each  year,  give  notice  signed 
by  them  to  the  Secretary  with  the  name  and  address  of  the 
nominee." 

The  intention  was  to  give  effect  to  that  amendment  at  the 
expiry  of  not  less  than  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the 
notice. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  no  further  correspond- 
ng  members  should  be  appointed,  and  that  that  form  of 
recognition  should  be  allowed  to  lapse.  Another  recom- 
mendation by  the  Committee  was  to  give  a  reception  on 
April  2,  1969,  to  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Students' 
Association  at  its  conference  in  Portsmouth.  March  31  to 
April  4,  1969. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Health  had  asked  Dr.  K.  R. 
■Capper  (director  of  the  Department  of  Pharmaceutical 
Sciences)  to  accept  appointment  as  session  secretary  of  the 
pharmaceutical  session  of  the  congress  to  be  held  April 
28  to  May  2,  1969.  The  Committee  recommended  that  Dr. 
Capper  should  be  given  permission  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment, and  that  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  should  be 
assured  of  the  Society's  continued  co-operation  in  arrange- 
ments for  the  pharmaceutical  session.  The  recommenda- 
tions were  accepted. 

Questions  on  Dickson  Judgment 

The  Secretary  and  Registrar  (Mr.  Desmond  Lewis), 
reported  that  further  questions  had  been  put  to  the  So- 
ciety's legal  advisers  concerning  the  Dickson  judgment, 
and  the  Ethical  Committee  would  be  examining  in  Oc- 
tober, in  the  light  of  the  legal  advisers'  opinions,  the 
Statement  upon  Matters  of  Professional  Conduct  and  a 
survey  of  decisions  taken  by  the  Committee  in  recent 
years. 

The  Education  Committee's  minutes,  presented  by  its 
chairman  (Professor  A.  H.  Beckett)  recorded  that  the 
Committee  had  agreed  that  separate  papers  should  be 
prepared  for  discussion  on  the  question  of  associate 
membership  and  on  the  control  of  post-graduate  practical 
training.  The  Committee  also  recommended  that  Drs. 
D.  Jack  and  K.  R.  Capper  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Fishburn  should 
be  asked  to  serve  on  the  Society's  research  awards  sub- 
committee, 1968-69,  with  the  president  as  chairman. 

The  secretary  and  registrar  also  reported  on  progress 
in  the  arrangements  for  his  visit  with  Professor  Beckett 
to  Australia  and  New  Zealand  to  discuss  educational  re- 
quirements for  registration.  The  Committee  had  con- 
sidered providing  a  course  of  study  and  examination  suit- 
able for  overseas  applicants  applying  for  registration  to 
the  Adjudicating  Committee,  after  the  termination  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist  Qualifying  examination,  and  re- 
commended that  Mr.  F.  Oliver  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Rawlins 


should  be  asked  to  take  steps  to  have  the  courses  approved 
by  the  Department  of  Education  and  Science. 

The  Committee  had  received  the  list  of  persons  appointed 
to  the  board  of  examiners,  England  and  Wales,  and  for 
Scotland,  l%8-69,  and  recommended  the  following  chair- 
men of  panels  of  examiners  for  the  year:  Pharmacognosy: 
Dr.  B.  Jackson;  Pharmaceutical  Chemistry:  Dr.  D.  R. 
Bragg;  Pharmaceutics:  Dr.  E.  A.  RawUns;  Physiology 
and  Pharmacology:  Dr.  G.  M.  Mitchell:  and  Pharma- 
ceutics III,  Part  A:  Mr.  J.  Wright.  Fifteen  schools  of 
pharmacy  were  reported  to  have  accepted  the  Council's 
offer  to  supply  a  set  of  careers  slides  with  recorded  com- 
mentary on  permanent  loan. 

A  student  who  had  asked  that  periods  of  employment, 
carried  out  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with  by-law 
XX(4),  should  be  accepted  as  exempting  him  from  all 
or  part  of  the  required  period  of  post-graduate  practical 
training,  was  recommended  to  be  required  to  complete  a 
full  twelve-month  period  of  post-graduate  practical  train- 
ing in  approved  circumstances.  The  Committee's  recom- 
mendations were  adopted. 

Miss  M.  A.  Burr  (chairman,  Benevolent  Fund  Com- 
mittee) reported  that  grants  had  been  made  or  were  being 
recommended  for  ten  members,  ten  widows  of  members, 
one  dependant  of  a  member  and  in  respect  of  three  orphans, 

The  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  recom- 
mended in  its  minutes,  which  were  presented  by  Mr.  H. 
Steinman  (treasurer  of  the  Society),  that  authority  should 
be  given  for  preparatory  work  to  be  carried  out  on  the 
membership  survey  it  was  proposed  to  hold  in  January 
1969.  That  was  agreed. 

The  Publications  Committee,  whose  minutes  were  pre- 
sented by  The  President',  who  had  taken  the  chair  in 
the  absence  of  the  Committee's  chairman  (Mr.  E.  A. 
Brocklehurst),  included  a  recommendation  to  prepare  a 
supplement  to  the  British  Veterinary  Codex,  1965,  for 
issue  in  1970.  The  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  minutes  of  the  Law  Committee,  presented  by  Mr, 
D.  Sparshott  (its  chairman)  revealed  that  during  July  the 
premises  of  1,202  authorised  sellers  and  135  traders  had 
been  visited  by  the  Society's  inspectors,  and  of  440  traders 
by  the  Society's  agents.  The  Committee  had  considered 
ten  alleged  infringements  of  the  laws  relating  to  pharmacy, 
and  recommended  appropriate  action  in  each  case.  Warning 
letters  had  been  written  to  three  authorised  sellers,  five 
traders  and  one  wholesaler  in  respect  of  minor  breaches 
under  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1954,  and  to  eight  market  traders  in  respect  of  con- 
traventions of  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941.  The 
Committee's  recommendations  were  adopted. 

Mr.  a.  Aldington  presented  the  minutes  of  the  Ethical 
Committee,  which  included  a  recommendation  that  the 
B.M.A.  and  the  Society  should  make  a  joint  representa- 
tion to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  advertising  standards 
authority  that  advertisements  from  independent  labora- 
tories offering  a  pregnancy  diagnosis  service  should  not  be 
accepted. 

The  Committee  discussed  advertisements  and  publicity 
for  certain  oral  geriatric  products  and  affirmed  the  views 
expressed  in  the  leading  article  in  the  Society's  journal 
dated  July  27.  The  Committee  noted  from  correspondence 
with  Glaxo  Laboratories,  Ltd.,  the  company's  view  that 
Glucodin,  in  a  test  promotion  scheme  for  which  a 
"yo-yo"  was  being  given  with  each  packet  of  the  product 
sold,  was  a  food  product  and  not  subject  to  the  restraints 
upon  sales  promotion  advised  by  the  Society  in  respect 
of  medicines.  The  Committee's  recommendations  were 
adopted. 

ECHOES  OF   THE  PAST 
From  "PRIMITIVE  PHYSICK,  '  by  John  Wesley,  London. 
1772. 

A  CONTINUAL  FEVER 

If  not  very  violent,  take  a  Dram  of  Sal  Prunellae  every 
four  Hours  in  warm  Water,  till  it  abates. 


I 


14  8 


THE    CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


August   17,  1968 


HOSPITAL    PHARMACY  FORUM 

GREEN  PAPER— GREEN  LIGHT 

By  a  HOSPITAL  PHARMACIST 


IN  a  recently  issued  Green  Papier  (see  C.  &  D.,  July  27, 
p.  72)  the  Minister  has  put  forward  some  tentative  pro- 
posals for  a  radical  reform  of  the  administrative  struc- 
ture of  the  National  Health  Service.  For  some  time  past 
he  has  been  asking  hospital  authorities  to  restrict  the  activi- 
ties of  committees  and  leave  management  decisions  to  the 
paid  officers.  The  proposals  made  in  the  Green  Paper  are 
obviously  the  result  of  pursuing  that  line  of  thought  to  its 
logical  conclusion. 

Tradition  of  Amateur  Management 

The  hospital  service  has  a  long-standing  tradition  of 
amateur  management  and,  since  nationalisation,  subcom- 
mittees have  steadily  proliferated  in  order  to  cope  with  an 
ever-increasing  work  load.  The  system  was  largely  inherited 
from  the  former  voluntary  hospitals,  in  which  all  decisions, 
however  trivial,  were  made  by  committees,  usually  com- 
posed of  well-meaning  people  with  sufficient  time  to  spare 
and  of  representatives  of  the  senior  medical  staff.  The  com- 
mittees saw  their  job  as  the  running  of  a  charitable  organi- 
sation for  the  medical  relief  of  the  sick  poor,  and  it  was 
jjerhaps  only  reasonable  that  they  should  claim  the  right 
to  decide  how  the  money  they  collected  should  be  spent. 

Today  Hospital  Boards,  Hospital  Management  Commit- 
tees and  Boards  of  Governors  are  still  largely  composed 
of  well-meaning  people  with  sufficient  time  to  spare, 
together  with  representatives  of  the  senior  medical  staff. 
They  look  upon  themselves  as  the  representatives  of  the 
"customer"  (that  is  the  patient)  but  because  the  large 
majority  of  them  are  likely  to  seek  their  own  medical 
treatment  outside  the  National  Health  Service  there  is  a 
tendency  to  see  the  hospital  service  as  an  organisation  for 
the  treatment  of  people  who  cannot  afford  anything  better. 
In  consequence  the  tradition  of  amateur  management  has 
persisted. 

Since  1948,  however,  the  hospital  service  has  become 
"big  business.  "  Total  expenditure  is  now  running  at  over 
£800  million  per  annum  and  the  taxpayer  is  clearly  entitled 
to  demand  the  best  possible  value  for  his  money.  Efficient 
hospital  management  is  a  job  demanding  a  high  degree  of 
expertise  in  many  fields.  It  is  for  the  taxpayer  to  make  his 
demands  known  and  for  the  professionals  to  see  that  they 
are  efficiently  and  economically  met.  The  proper  function 
of  a  hospital  authority,  therefore,  is  to  lay  down  broad  lines 
of  policy;  to  decide  what  the  taxpayer  wants  and  how  much 
he  is  prepared  to  pay  for  it.  Management  decisions  are  a 
matter  for  the  paid  officers. 

That,  in  fact,  was  the  substance  of  a  circular  (HM(68)28) 
issued  to  hospital  authorities  in  April.  In  the  Green  Paper 
the  Minister  now  makes  it  abundantly  clear  that  he  is  pre- 
pared to  practise  what  he  has  preached.  He  proposes  that 
Hospital  Boards,  Hospital  Management  Committees, 
Boards  of  Governors  and  Executive  Councils  should  all  be 
abolished,  and  their  function  taken  over  by  forty  or  fifty 
area  boards,  each  made  up  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  members 
including  the  chairman.  That  would  mean  that,  in  England 
and  Wales,  only  about  500  people  would  be  involved  in  the 
making  of  N.H.S.  policy  decisions;  at  the  present  there 
must  be  ten  of  even  twenty  times  that  number. 

The  Green  Paper  proposes  that  each  Area  Board  should 
be  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  health  ser- 
vices (not  only  the  hospitals  services)  for  a  population  of 
between  three-quarters  of  a  million  and  3  million.  It  is 
apparent  therefore  that  an  "area"  will  be  a  good  deal 
smaller  than  that  at  present  covered  by  most  Hospital 
Boards.  On  ,the  other  hand  it  will,  in  the  majority  of  cases, 
take  in   several   Hospital   Management   Committees.  The 


hospital  group  as  an  administrative  unit  will  disappear,  and 
with  it  the  group  secretary  and  for  that  matter  the  group 
pharmacist.  The  Minister  envisages  that  some  Area  Boards 
may  find  it  convenient  to  subdivide  their  areas  into  what 
he  calls  "operational  districts  '  but,  because  there  is  no 
provision  for  a  policy-making  committee  at  district  level, 
the  chain  of  command  must  obviously  go  right  back  to 
Area  Board  headquarters. 

The  Green  Paper  requires  that  Area  Boards  should  draw 
a  clear  distinction  between  the  role  of  members  in  directing 
the  service  and  that  of  officers  in  running  it.  To  that  end 
it  proposes  that  each  Area  Board  should  set  up  four  or 
five  major  functional  departments,  each  headed  by  a  paid 
officer,  who  would  be  given  the  title  of  "director."  The 
suggested  departments  are: — 

1)  PLANNING  AND  OPERATION  OF  SERVICES:  maintenance 
and  development  of  unified  services :  planning  of 
new  capital  projects :  research  and  statistics :  and 
liaison  with  the  services  of  other  authorities. 

2)  STAFF:    personnel    and    staffing    matters;  establish 
ments;  training;   recruitment;  careers;  and  contracts 
for   service  —  with   special   emphasis  on  securing 
the  optimum  use  of  staff  throughout  the  service. 

3)  LOGISTICS:   supply;  construction  and  maintenance  of 
buildings   and   engineering   services  and  equipment 
and  transport. 

4)  FINANCE:  estimates;  accounts;  costing  and  cost/ 
effectiveness  analysis. 

5)  SECRETARIAT:  Including  headquarters  and  senior  es- 
tablishment work;  management  services;  and  public 
relations. 

The  director  of  the  Planning  and  Operation  of  Services 
department  would  be  medically  qualified  and  would  act  as 
the  Board's  chief  medical  officer.  He  would,  in  the  words  of 
the  Green  Paper,  be  "the  Board's  principal  adviser  on  all 
medical  professional  matters  and  the  professional  head  of 
all  the  headquarters  medical  staff  of  the  Board."  The  direc- 
tor of  the  secretariat  department  would  be  the  Board's 
chief  administrative  officer  and  its  adviser  on  all  non-pro- 
fessional matters.  In  other  functional  departments  the 
director  "might  in  some  cases  be  a  professional  officer  and 
in  some  cases  an  administrative  officer."  "The  principal 
criterion  for  appointment  to  directing  posts  would  be  man- 
agement ability." 

Composition  and  Role  of  the  Executive 

The  directors  of  the  four  or  five  functional  departments 
would  together  make  up  a  small  executive.  They  would 
hold  frequent  meetings,  at  which  the  chief  administrative 
officer  would  preside.  Members  of  the  executive  would  be 
collectivelv  responsible  to  the  Board  for  advising  it  on 
its  objectives  and  policies.  Each  functional  department 
would  be  staffed  by  administrative  and  professional  offi- 
cers, all  responsible  to  its  directing  head.  "A  member  of 
each  profession  in  the  headquarter's  staff  would  be 
designated  as  chief  officer  of  that  profession,  whom  the 
other  members  of  the  profession  employed  in  the  depart- 
ment could  consult  on  matters  of  major  professional 
importance,  and  who  could  put  a  professional  view  to  the 
executive  or  in  appropriate  cases,  to  the  Board  itself." 

The  Minister  is  clearly  anxious  that  members  of  Area 
Boards  should  not  be  appointed  to  represent  sectional  in- 
terests. He  admits  that  there  will  probably  be  a  need  for 
some  members  "with  broad  professional  knowledge  of  the 
medical  and  related  services,  '  but  there  is  no  provision  for 
representation  of  the  individual  health  professions.  Area 
Boards  are  specifically  warned  against  setting  up  too  many 
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subcommittees.  "Any  standing  committee,"  it  is  pointed 
out,  "should  cover  all  parts  of  the  service"  and  not,  for 
instance,  "hospital  services"  or  "general-practitioner  ser- 
vices." One  committee  should  cover  both.  It  must  there- 
fore be  assumed  that  a  single  committee  would  be  required 
to  deal  with  both  hospital  and  general  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  implementation  of  the 
Minister's  proposals  would  have  far-reaching  effects  on  the 
organisation  of  the  hospital  pharmaceutical  service.  Phar- 
maceutical staff  working  in  hospitals  would  be  employed 
by  the  Area  Board,  for  the  simple  reason  that  no  other 
employing  authority  seems  to  be  envisaged.  It  would  also 
be  necessary  for  an  Area  Board  to  employ  pharmacists  in 
its  headquarters  staff  and  one  of  them  would  be  designated 
as  the  Board's  Chief  Pharmacist.  However,  because  the 
Board  is  to  be  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  both  the 
general  and  the  hospital  pharmaceutical  services,  its  Chief 
Pharmacist  would  not  need  to  be,  necessarily,  a  person  with 
hospital  experience.  He  could  equally  well  be  drawn  from 
some  other  branch  of  the  profession,  provided  he  had  the 
necessary  managerial  ability. 

Pharmacists,  in  common  with  doctors,  dentists,  nurses 
and  other  professional  officers,  would  also  be  eligible  for 
appointment  as  directors  of  functional  departments,  but 
here  they  would  have  to  compete  with  professional 
administrators.  Nevertheless,  at  a  somewhat  lower  level 
there  would  be  scope  for  the  employment  of  pharmacists, 
particularly  as  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Planning  and 
Ofieration  of  Services  department,  which  would  obviously 
be  responsible  for  planning  and  organising  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal services  throughout  the  area.  In  addition  other  func- 
tional departments  (for  example.  Staff  and  Logistics)  might 
make  use  of  the  services  of  pharmacists. 

The  Minister  has  pointed  out  that  his  proposals  are 
entirely  tentative  and  has  given  a  promise  that  no  action 
will  be  taken  until  all  interested  parties  have  been  con- 
sulted. The  proposals  may  therefore  be  modified  in  the 
light  of  discussion  but,  because  they  seem  to  be  broadly 
in  line  with  the  views  of  the  two  major  political  parties, 
it  might  be  prudent  to  assume  that  they  could  easily 
represent  a  blueprint  for  the  future  organisation  of  the 
N.H.S.  In  any  case  we  can  be  reasonably  sure  that,  if  the 
Minister  can  persuade  the  doctors  to  accept  them,  opposi- 
tion from  pharmacists  is  unlikely  to  have  any  significant 
effect  on  the  outcome.  To  the  writer,  they  seem  to  off'er 
the  chance  for  the  hospital  pharmacist  to  establish  his 
claim  to  full  professional  status.  We  have  suffered  from 
committees  for  far  too  long,  and  a  Chief  Pharmacist  with 
full  executive  authority  for  the  organisation  of  the  phar- 
maceutical services  in  his  area  could  herald  the  dawn  of 
a  new  era.  Unfortunately  many  hospital  pharmacists  still 
tend  to  distrust  the  motives  of  their  colleagues  who  are 
placed  in  positions  of  authority,  and  opposition  to  the 
appointment  of  an  Area  Chief  Pharmacist  is  therefore  in- 
evitable. Let  us  hope  that,  in  the  end,  common  sense  will 
prevail. 

Drug  Share  Movements 

TREND  MOSTLY  UPWARDS 
PARADOXICALLY  the  brighter  outlook  for  the  economy 
(and  the  perking-up  of  sterling)  led  to  a  wave  of  selling 
that  lowered  prices  of  industrial  equity  shares  on  a  broad 
front.  That  movement,  however,  was  short-lived  and  the 
lower  price  levels  quickly  tempted  buyers  back  into  the 
market,  making  for  an  equally  sharp  recovery.  Taking 
account  of  the  weight  of  money  currently  available  for 
investment  (by  private,  institutional  and  Unit  Trust  sources), 
few  in  the  City  believe  that  a  down-trend  in  prices  will  go 
far. 

During  the  past  quarter  there  has  been  a  well  sustained 
demand  for  pharmaceutical  and  kindred  shares.  With  the 
market  short  of  shares,  prices  reflected  the  support  in 


a  favourable  direction.  Improved  figures  reported  by 
Cussons  Group,  and  a  proposed  increase  in  dividend, 
led  to  a  jump  to  17s.  in  the  share  price,  but  a  little  subse- 
quent profit-taking  clipped  it  back  to  16s.  3d.,  to  leave 
them  with  a  net  rise  of  Is.  6d. 

Glaxo  were  down  to  74s.  6d.  at  one  time,  but  at  that 
level  buyers  returned,  and  in  a  one-way  market  the  shares 
recovered  to  end  the  period  up  2s.  on  balance  at  76s.  6d. 
Sanitas  Trust  reflected  steady  buying,  in  a  market  short 
of  shares,  with  a  rise  of  Is.  Hd.  at  16s.  I|d. 

Smith  &  Nephews  latest  figures  confirming  that  the 
Group  was  well  along  the  road  to  hitting  the  46  per 
cent,  increase  in  profits  (a  forecast  made  at  the  time  of  the 
Unilever  bid  for  the  group)  were  reflected  by  a  rise  of 
Is.  4yd.  at  24s:  lOyd.  in  the  share  price.  Sangers  featured 
a  rise  of  Is.  3d.  at  9s.  9d.  following  the  chairman's  en- 
couraging statement  at  the  company's  annual  meeting. 
Reckitt  &  Colman  recovered  well  from  a  dull  start,  after 
being  down  to  around  52s.  Renewed  buying,  much  of  it 
on  investment  account,  enabled  the  shares  to  recover 
smartly,  and  at  the  close  they  were  showing  a  net  gain 
of  Is.  3d.,  at  53s.  9d.  Eucryl  Group  were  wanted  and, 
with  jobbers  short  of  them,  the  price  also  hardened  Is.  3d. 
at  25s.  3d. 

But  there  were  shares  to  lose  a  little  ground.  For  example. 
Boots  Pure  Drug  were  a  firm  market  following  the  news 
of  increased  sales  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  current 
year;  they  touched  27s.  3d.  Small  selling  in  a  market  lack- 
ing sufficient  support,  however,  led  to  a  drop  to  around 
26s.  lOyd.,  leaving  them  fractionally  easier  on  balance. 
Aspro-Nicholas  were  a  dull  spot,  losing  2s.  9d.  at  40s. 
Despite  the  chairman's  forecast  of  "record  profits"  in 
respect  of  the  current  year,  Beecham  Group  were  finally 
down  lOyd.  on  balance  at  44s.  7yd.  They  had  been  at 
around  45s.  3d.  immediately  following  the  announcement. 
Bellair  Cosmetics  came  on  oft'er  but  declined  2s.  at  27s.  3d. 

SHOP  TOPIC— 9 

Reach  Fast-Sellers 
Easily 

SELLING  TIME,  and  therefore  selling  cost  per  £  turn- 
over, is  less  if  fast-selling  products  are  within  easy  reach 
of  the  assistant;  work  at  peak  times  is  simplified,  and  staff 
needed  are  kept  to  a  minimum.  On  busy  days  it  becomes 
less  likely  that  some  customer  will  leave  unserved  because 
she  cannot  wait  to  be  attended  to. 

Self-service  has,  for  well-known  reasons,  extended  more 
rapidly  in  many  retail  trades  than  in  chemist  shops.  Against 
the  system,  apart  from  its  unsuitability  for  products  whose 
sale  is  required  to  be  controlled,  such  as  scheduled  poisons 
and  potent  medicines,  are  the  risk  of  pilferage  and  the 
lessening  of  personal  service. 

Pleasant  Informality 

Many  independent  chemists  consider  that  their  future 
still  lies  in  personal  service  and  advice.  So  it  does.  But 
long  counters,  with  salespeople  standing  behind  them,  can 
also  be  a  barrier  to  the  pleasant  informality  in  which  the 
independent  chemist  should  excel.  A  horizontal  surface 
may  be  essential  for  presenting  certain  items,  but  it  might, 
in  suitable  premises,  be  provided  by  short  sections  of  glass 
counter,  with  goods  displayed  within  them,  placed  against 
a  wall.  Space  would  thereby  be  released  for  more  internal 
wall  and  free-standing  displays.  Such  extra  display  can  be 
half-way  to  self-service,  for  it  shows  more  goods  with  prices 
plainly  marked.  An  arrangement  of  that  kind  makes  sales- 
people available  in  the  central  selling  area,  with  cash  regis- 
ter conveniently  located. 

The  experience  of  the  multiples  suggests  that  size  needs 
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to  be  above  a  certain  minimum  and  that  the  shape  of  the 
premises  must  be  suitable  for  self-service  or  self-selection. 
What  should  the  independent  chemist  do  if  his  space  is  in- 
sufficient? The  amount  of  shop  floor  space  and  number  of 
assistants  employed  must  greatly  influence  the  arrangement 
of  merchandise  and  allocation  of  responsibility  for  selling. 
Clearly  indicated  sections  should  be  allocated  to  pharma- 
ceutical products,  surgical  requisites,  cosmetics  and  photo- 
graphic requirements,  and  so  on.  Then  much  merchandise 
will  already  be  within  easy  reach  of  the  assistants  selling  it. 

Whether  items  are  within  easy  reach  of  an  assistant  is  in 
any  shop  a  question  of  fact.  To  get  to  know  the  facts  it 
is  desirable  to  observe,  say,  100  sales  transactions  and  to 
note  the  time  taken  for  each  step  in  each  transaction.  If 
that  can  be  done  from  a  concealed  position,  or  through  a 
spyhole  from  the  stockroom,  there  will  be  less  liability  to 
interruption.  The  transactions  need  not  all  be  noted  on  the 
same  day.  A  few  could  be  done  each  day  at  the  slackest 
time  when  you,  Mr.  Proprietor,  would  be  missed  least. 
You  should  first  of  all  set  out  on  a  sheet  of  paper  the 
steps  common  to  all  transactions,  and  then  watch  six  trans- 
actions to  ensure  that  the  list  of  steps  is  correct.  Depending 
on  the  ways  of  working,  it  might  read  something  like  this : 


Was  customer  man  or  woman?  Item  required? 


Step  Time  in  Seconds 

Ascertaining  requirements   

Getting  and  presenting  items  to  customer   

Stating  selling  points  and  answering 

queries   

"Closing"  the  sale   

Wrapping  the  purchase   

Dealing  with  the  money  side   

Putting  away  items  not  required   

Value  of  sale   £...s..  .d. 

After  the  steps  have  been  checked,  100  copies  of  the 
form  can  be  duplicated.  Using  one  of  the  forms  as  a  master, 
you  can  enter  on  it  against  each  step  the  total  time  shown 
for  that  step  on  the  100  completed  forms.  You  will  especi- 
ally note  the  total  times  for  getting  and  presenting  items 
and  putting  away  those  not  required.  But  much  else  is 
likely  to  be  revealed  on  the  efficiency  of  shop  layout  and 
merchandise  arrangement.  One  study  organisation  dealing 
with  the  hardware  trade  found  a  shop  where  paints  were 
kept  at  fourteen  different  points !  STANLEY  TOWNSEND. 

Any  Business  Questions? 

We  already  have  a  directors'  sliarelioldings  register. 
I  now  understand  that  the  new  Companies  Act  requires 
us  to  keep  a  register  of  directors'  interests  too.  Why? 
The  register  of  directors'  shareholdings  merely  disclosed 
the  necessary  particulars  of  shares  held  by  directors.  The 
new  register  discloses  in  addition  all  shares  in  which  a 
director  has  an  interest  —  for  example,  as  a  trustee, 
or  life  tenant,  regardless  of  whether  he  actually  holds 
them.  The  interests  to  be  included  are  extended  to  cover 
similar  interests  of  a  director's  spouse.  The  register  is 
open  to  inspection  by  members  of  the  public  upon  payment 
of  the  appropriate  fees. 

/  am  going  into  partnership  with  a  colleague  and  we 
considered  various  names  including  our  own,  but  we 
have  decided  to  name  the  business  after  the  road  in 
which  it  is  situated.  Do  we  need  to  tell  the  "companies 
office"  about  this  please! 
The  Registrar  of  Companies  is  concerned  only  with  joint 
stock  companies  and  not  with  partnerships.  If  a  sole  trader 
or  partnership  commence  business  in  any  name  other  than 
their  own  name  it  is  necessary  to  register  the  business 
name  and  the  names  and  descriptions  of  the  proprietors 
with   the   Registrar  of  Business  Names.  The  forms  are 
obtainable  from  the  Registrar  and  the  fee  is  only  5s.,  but 
failure  to  register  can  affect  the  right  to  recover  debts 
through  the  courts. 


/  have  received  an  offer  for  my  freehold  premise, 
from  a  development  company.  They  plan  a  large  shop 
ping   precinct  development  and  have   offered  me  i 
lease  in   the   new   precinct.   The  price  which   I  an 
offered  is  a  lot  more  than  I  would  have  expected 
Shall  I  have  to  pay  tax  on  itl 
You  may  be  liable  to  pay  betterment  levy  if  the  pric 
reflects  development  value  in  relation  to  the  current  u 
value  of  the  premises.  Alternatively  you  may  be  liable  t< 
capital  gains  tax  if  the  price  exceeds  either  cost  to  yoi 
(which  presumably  it  does)  or  the  value  at  April  5.  196f 
If  you  select  the  former  of  the  two  methods  you  will  onl 
be  liable  on  the  proportion  of  the  gain  attributable  to  th 
time  elapsed  since  April  5.  1965.  You  could  be  liable  t. 
both  charges — namely  levy  on  the  difference  between  cui 
rent  use  value  and  sale  price,  and  capital  gains  tax  on  th 
difference  between  cost  or   1965  value  and  current  us 
value. 

/  recently  sold  my  house  for  a  large  sum  of  money.  I 
was  my  private  residence  and  I  have  bought  anothe 
house  a  few  miles  away.  I  have  now  received  an  assesi 
ment  for  "betterment  levy."  I  thought  private  hous 
were  exempt? 

Betterment  levy  can  arise  on  many  a  sale  of  a  freehol 
in  fee  simply  on  the  difference  between  the  base  value  (i.e 
current  use  value  plus  10  per  cent,  in  most  cases)  and  th 
selling  price.  Thus  while  there  may  be  room  for  argume 
as  to  amount,  the  right  to  make  the  charge  is  beyond  di; 
pute  if  the  realised  price  is  greater  than  the  lease  value. 

My  son  aged  twelve  has  a  small  annual  income  from 
trust  fund  under  his  grandmother's  will.  I  understan 
that  I  shall  have  to  pay  surtax  in  future  on  this  incomt 
Is  this  correct? 
Yes.  The  1968  Finance  Bill  provides  that  the  income  c 
infant  children  who  are  not  in  regular  employment  is  to  b 
treated,  for  surtax  purposes,  as  income  of  their  parents.  J 
thus  now  needs  to  be  aggregated  with  the  parents"  income 

We  arc  a  small  private  company  and  have  been  carr^ 
ing  on  a  retail  pharmacy  for  over  thirty  years.  I  am  no^ 
told  that  our  accounts  must  be  published  in  the  Co 
panics  Office.  Is  that  right? 
It  is  correct.  Accounts  disclosing  at  least  the  statutory  min 
mum  of  information  must  now  be  filed  with  the  Registr 
of  Companies  with  your  annual  return. 

A    PHARMACIST'S  ANTHOLOGY 

Condescended  to  Vend  Toothbrushes 

From  "Pendennis"  by  W .  M.  Thackeray 
Early  in  the  Regency  of  George  the  Magnificent,  thei 
lived  in  a  small  town  in  the  west  of  England,  calle 
Clavering,  a  gentleman  whose  name  was  Pendennis.  The 
were  those  who  remembered  having  seen  his  name  painte 
on  a  board,  which  was  surmounted  by  a  gilt  pestle  an 
mortar  over  the  door  of  a  very  humble  little  shop  in  th 
city  of  Bath,  where  Mr.  Pendennis  exercised  the  profe: 
sion  of  apothecary  and  surgeon;  and  when  he  not  onl 
attended  gentlemen  in  their  sick-rooms,  and  ladies  at  th 
most  interesting  periods  of  their  lives,  but  would  conde 
cend  to  sell  a  brown-paper  plaster  to  a  farmer's  wi 
across  the  counter — or  to  vend  tooth-brushes,  hair-powde 
and  London  perfumery. 

And  yet  that  little  apothecary  who  sold  a  stray  custom* 
a  pennyworth  of  salts,  or  a  more  fragrant  cake  of  Windsc 
soap,  was  a  gentleman  of  good  education,  and  of  as  ol 
a  family  as  any  in  the  whole  county  of  Somerset.  He  ha 
a  Cornish  pedigree  which  carried  the  Pendennises  up  i 
the  time  of  the  Druids — and  who  knows  how  much  farth 
back?  They  had  intermarried  with  the  Normans  at  a  vei 
late  period  of  their  family  existence,  and  they  were  relate 
to  all  the  great  families  of  Wales  and  Brittany.  Pendenn 
had  had  a  piece  of  University  education  too,  and  migl 
have  pursued  that  career  with  honour,  but  in  his  secon 
year  at  Oxbridge  his  father  died  insolvent,  and  poor  P 
was  obliged  to  betake  himself  to  the  pestle  and  apron.  H 
always  detested  his  trade,  and  it  was  only  necessity,  an 
the  offer  of  his  mother's  brother,  a  London  apotheca, 
of  low  family,  into  which  Pendennis's  father  had  demeaneii 
himself  by  marrying,  that  forced  John  Pendennis  into  m 
odious  a  calling.  y 
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Margins  on  Advertised  Proprietaries 

PRICES  AND  INCOMES  BOARD  ISSUES  A  REPORT 


CHAPTER  4  (pp.  16-20)  of  Report  No. 
80  (Distributors'  Margins  on  Paint, 
Children's  Clothing,  Household  Tex- 
tiles and  Proprietary  Medicines),  H.M. 
Stationery  Office  price  4s.),  by  the 
ational  Board  for  Prices  and  In- 
:omes,  is  given  over  to  the  last-named 
f  those  groups. 

Reference  to  the  Board,  which  was 
ade  "in  the  light  of  the  complaints 
hich  have  been  received,"  related  to 
'proprietary  medicines  promoted  with 
view  to  direct  purchase  by  the  pub- 
lic." The  report  says :  — 

Proprietary  medicines  as  thus  defined 
lonstitute  only  a  small  part  of  the 
;oods,  medicinal  or  otherwise,  sold  by 
retail  outlets  which  sell  any  medicines 
t  all.  There  are  no  shops,  so  far  as 
pve  know,  which  sell  only  or  mainly 
proprietary  medicines.  About  two- 
hirds  of  the  total  sales  of  such  medi- 
;ines  take  place  through  retail  pharma- 
;ies  and  we  have  concentrated  our 
xamination  largely  on  these  outlets, 
jvhich  number  about  13,500;  the  re- 
nriaining  sales,  though  important  in 
otal,  are  confined  to  only  a  few  popu- 
ar  brands  of  medicines,  and  are 
pread  over  about  65,000  grocers, 
iupermarkets,  drugstores,  surgical  ap- 
jliance  contractors,  confectioners,  to- 
jacconists  and  newsagents,  as  well  as 
nany  other  outlets  —  garages,  public 
ouses,  etc.  —  in  small  amounts. 
Throughout  this  report,  when  we  speak 
)f  "proprietary  medicines"  we  mean 
'proprietary  medicines  sold  over  the 
:ounter  without  prescription,"  as  dis- 
inct  from  the  very  large  number  of 
proprietary  medical  preparations  which 
are  normally  available  only  on  pre- 
i^cription. 

Purchase  tax  in  this  trade  is  not 
relevant  to  margins,  since  these  are 
ixed  by  all  the  leading  manufacturers 
Dy  reference  to  the  price  before  tax 
s  added.  Thus  there  is  no  question 
)f  retailers  of  proprietary'  medicines 
naking  a  profit  out  of  tax  increases. 

Nearly  all  the  products  with  which 
he  reference  is  concerned  are  sold 
jy  manufacturers  subject  to  the  con- 
iition  that  they  may  be  resold  only  at 
:he  prices  fixed  by  the  manufacturers. 
As  long  as  the  case  made  by  the  manu- 
facturers to  the  Restrictive  Practices 
[^ourt  for  exemption  from  the  statu- 
tory ban  on  R.P.M.  is  sub  judice  we 
;annot  comment  on  this  aspect.  The 
little  price-cutting  which  does  occur 
Ibppears  to  be  spasmodic  and  confined 
||mainly  to  supermarkets. 

i^ack  of  Statistics 

In  the  absence  of  published  statis- 
ics  we  have  carried  out  a  small  sur- 
i?ey  of  44  retail  pharmacies  and  of  20 
)ther  outlets  throughout  England  and 
Wales.  From  this,  and  from  our  dis- 
mssions  with  representative  bodies  of 
manufacturers,  retailers  and  whole- 
salers of  proprietary  medicines,  it  was 
ipparent  that  the  value  of  the  infor- 
mation that  we  could  obtain  about  the 
K)ntribution  made  by  proprietary 
medicines  to  the  profitability  of  retail 
I  pharroacies  was  limited  by  the  extreme 


variation  of  circumstances  and  by  the 
difficulty  or  even  the  impossibility  of 
separating  the  narrow  group  of  medi- 
cines with  which  this  reference  is  con- 
cerned from  other  goods  sold  by 
wholesalers  and  retailers.  Estimates  of 
the  proportion  of  sales  of  proprietary 
medicines  to  total  sales  of  retailers 
varied  from  under  5  per  cent,  to  over 
30  per  cent.  On  average  we  estimate 
that  the  sales  of  proprietary  medicines 
account  for  just  over  10  per  cent,  of 
the  total  sales  of  retail  chemists. 

We  were  informed  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  that 
between  1954  and  the  end  of  1967 
there  was  a  net  reduction  of  1,695  in 
the  number  of  pharmacies;  and  that 
the  rate  of  closures  has  been  accelerat- 
ing, resulting  in  a  net  reduction  in  the 
first  six  months  of  1968  of  187  phar- 
macies. The  closures  have  occurred 
among  the  independent  pharmacies  as 
well  as  among  those  of  the  co-opera- 
tive societies  and  the  large  multiple 
chemists'  organisations.  The  rate  of 
closure  has  not  been  significantly  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  retailers  generally. 

Estimates  on  the  basis  of  the  1961 
Census  of  Distribution  suggest  that 
the  pattern  of  profitability  of  phar- 
macies was  uneven.  Proprietors  of  the 
smallest  group  of  businesses  often 
earned  less  than  they  could  as  mana- 
gers. At  the  other  end  of  the  scale 
the  largest  multiples  made  higher  pro- 
fits in  relation  to  turnover.  We  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  pattern 
has  changed  significantly. 

Increased  Turaover 

The  1961  Census  also  showed  that 
at  that  time  the  25  largest  chemists' 
organisations  provided  about  one-fifth 
of  all  chemists'  outlets  and  nearly  half 
of  total  turnover.  As  much  as  one-third 
of  total  turnover  was  in  fact  taken  by 
only  the  four  largest  organisations.  At 
the  other  end  of  the  scale  organisa- 
tions with  a  turnover  of  less  than 
£20,000  provided  over  half  of  the  out- 
lets in  the  trade  but  only  one-quarter 
of  the  total  turnover.  Between  1961 
and  1966  the  turnover  of  the  "average" 
chemist  shop  increased  from  £21,500 
to  £31,000.  The  increase  not  only  re- 
flects higher  turnover  per  shop  but 
also  no  doubt  an  increase  in  the  aver- 
age size  of  shops  over  the  period. 


The  proportion  of  total  sales  of 
proprietary  medicines  which  passes 
through  wholesalers  varies  as  between 
different  manufacturers  and  between 
difl'erent  kinds  of  goods,  but  we  esti- 
mate the  proportion  of  sales  through 
chemist  wholesalers  as  about  a  quarter 
of  the  total  trade  in  proprietary  medi- 
cines. Almost  as  much  by  value, 
though  a  much  more  restricted  range 
of  items,  goes  through  the  much  larger 
number  of  general  wholesalers  who 
supply  grocers  and  other  unqualified 
outlets. 

Wholesaler  Transactions 

As  in  the  case  of  the  retail  phar- 
macy, the  proportion  which  proprietary 
medicines  form  of  the  chemist  whole- 
saler's trade  is  small — between  5  per 
cent,  and  10  per  cent,  of  his  total 
turnover — and  for  the  general  whole- 
saler it  is  very  much  smaller  still.  .  .  . 
The  wholesaler  acts  as  the  "back  store" 
for  the  smaller  retailer  and  provides 
small  quantities  at  short  notice. 

We  found  from  our  survey  of  44 
retailers  that  the  small  pharmacists 
with  under  £20,000  turnover  relied  on 
wholesalers  for  three-quarters  of  their 
purchases;  and  even  those  pharmacists 
with  over  £50,000  of  turnover  said 
that  they  obtained  over  40  per  cent, 
of  their  medicines  from  wholesalers. 

The  usual  practice  of  manufacturers 
of  proprietary  medicines  in  fixing  gross 
margins  is  to  allow  the  retailer  a  per- 
centage of  the  retail  price  exclusive  of 
purchase  tax.  This  percentage  is  de- 
signed to  reflect  the  selling  effort  re- 
quired. The  actual  gross  margin  avail- 
able to  the  retailer  may  however  be 
raised  by  additional  discounts  for 
quantity  and  cash  settlement,  bonus 
offers  designed  to  promote  sales,  etc. 
Since  the  margin  is  fixed  as  a  percent- 
age of  the  price  before  adding  tax,  an 
increase  in  the  rate  of  tax  would  not 
alter  the  cash  margin  per  article,  but 
the  investment  in  stock  would  be 
higher  and  sales  might  be  reduced  be- 
cause of  the  higher  prices.  The  table 
below  illustrates  the  range  of  mar- 
gins which  pertain  to  proprietary 
medicines. 

The  margins  allowed  on  continuously 
advertised  products  which  have  ac- 
quired a  considerable  consumer  appeal 
tend  to  be  lower  than  those  on  pro- 


BASIC  MARGINS  AVAILABLE  ON  PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


Basic  Margins  as  a  Percentage  of 
Retail  Selling  Price 

Before  tax 

After  tax 

Nationally    advertised    products    of  leading 

manufacturers 
Unadvertised  or  slow-moving  products 

Per  cent. 

18-25 
25-331 

Per  cent. 

15-20 
20-27 

Additional    discounts    for    quantity    off  the 
trade  list  price  (tax  exclusive).  These  are 
only  indicative  and  vai-y  from  one  manu- 
facturer  to   another,    and    sometimes  for 
"qualified"     as     against  "non-qualified" 
outlets. 

5  per  cent,  for  £10 
7i  per  cent,  for  £20 
10  per  cent,  for  £30 
m  per  cent,  for  £40 

Notes  (i)  Products  allowing  over  33|  per  cent,  of  R.S.P.  before  tax  constitute  a  very 
small  part  of  the  value  of  the  market  in  proprietary  medicines, 
(ii)  Further  discounts  for  cash  settlement  are  sometimes  available  but  infrequently 
taken. 
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ducts  which  are  new  or  not  widely 
advertised  and  which  therefore  have 
a  lower  turnover  or  require  more  sel- 
ling effort  by  the  retailer.  For  admini- 
strative convenience,  however,  some 
manufacturers  make  no  distinction.  It 
might  be  thought  that  over  time  gross 
margins  for  the  more  heavily  adver- 
tised lines  which  are  in  wide  demand 
might  narrow,  but  there  is  little  evi- 
dence that  this  happens  much  in  prac- 
tice. On  the  occasion  of  a  price  change 
manufacturers  may  consider  whether 
to  round  a  fraction  of  a  penny  up  or 
down,  or  to  round  the  retail  selling 
price  to  a  convenient  amount,  e.g. 
2s.  6d.  instead  of  2s.  7d.  The  effect  of 
such  adjustments  is  slight,  movements 
being  upward  as  well  as  downward 
around  the  conventional  margin  for 
the  type  of  product.  On  the  whole, 
gross  margins  on  proprietary  medicines 
expressed  as  a  percentage  of  the  retail 
selling  price  have  not  varied  signifi- 
cantly for  many  years. 

Additional  Discounts 

If  a  retailer  buys  in  sufficiently  large 
quantities  he  may  obtain  additional 
discounts  fixed  as  percentages  off  the 
trade  list  price,  which  can  be  as  much 
as  12t  per  cent.,  or  in  some  cases  15 
per  cent.,  and  can  increase  his  margins 
accordingly  from,  for  example,  25  per 
cent,  to  34  per  cent,  of  the  retail  sel- 
ling price  before  tax.  The  report  gives 
an  illustration  of  the  constituent  parts 
of  an  article  priced  at  lOs.  to  the  pub- 
lic. Tax  is  at  Is.  lid.,  total  margins  at 
2s.  9d.  and  wholesale  price  at  5s.  4d. 

In  the  example,  with  best  terms,  the 
gross  margin  is  2s.  9d.  represents  34 
per  cent,  on  the  price  exclusive  of  tax, 
but  in  practice  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
average  chemist  can  increase  his  mar- 
gin by  more  than  from  say  25  per  cent, 
to  27  per  cent,  or  28  per  cent,  with 
quantity  discounts,  over  his  whole 
sales,  for  he  cannot  avail  himself  of 
the  better  discount  terms  for  most  of 
the  medicines  he  stocks. 

Wholesalers  can  get  the  same  quan- 
tity discount  terms  as  any  other  buyer. 
The  flat  discount  rate  is  12!  per  cent, 
off  the  trade  list  price,  before  adding 
purchase  tax,  of  the  majority  of  estab- 
lished and  advertised  products.  Dis- 
counts of  up  to  15  per  cent,  off  the 
trade  list  price  are  allowed,  however, 
on  many  proprietary  medicines  which 
are  less  well  established  and  which 
wholesalers  have  been  reluctant  to 
handle  without  the  added  inducement. 
Special  terms  may  be  arranged  with 
very  large  retailers  who  have  their 
own  wholesaling  departments  to  cover, 
for  example,  carriage  expenses  met  by 
the  buyer.  Because  of  R.P.M.  no  dis- 
counts may  be  given  by  wholesalers  to 
retailers  except  for  discounts  on  quan- 
tity rate  parcels  so  far  as  permitted 
by  the  manufacturers;  and  the  extent 
to  which  chemist  wholesalers  do  allow 
discounts  to  retail  buyers  is  said  to  be 
small  because  they  sell  mainly  in  small 
quantities.  Proprietary  medicines  form 
only  a  small  part  of  the  trade  of  the 
chemist  wholesaler  and,  in  general, 
the  margins  allowed  him  on  proprie- 
tary medicines  appear  to  be  less  over 
the  whole  range  than  those  on  most 
of  the  goods  he  handles. 

Finally,  we'  draw  attention  to  two 


facts  of  relevance  to  the  trade  in  pro- 
prietary medicines.  First,  over  the 
period  1961-66  the  increase  in  the 
total  turnover  of  chemists  (which  has 
been  higher  than  that  of  retail  trade 
generally)  has  been  due  mostly  to  the 
growth  of  dispensing  for  the  National 
Health  Service  and  to  the  sale  of 
toiletries  and  cosmetics.  The  increase 
in  the  case  of  proprietary  medicines 
was  less  than  in  these  two  sectors  and 
indeed  less  than  that  for  retail  trade 
as  a  whole.  During  this  period  the  per- 
centage margins  on  N.H.S.  goods  were 
reduced  while  those  on  proprietary 
medicines,  as  well  as  those  on  toiletries 
and  cosmetics,  remained  by  and  large 
unaltered.  Overall,  the  contribution  to 
growth  in  chemists'  income  has  been 
least  in  the  case  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines. Secondly,  the  prices  of  proprie- 
tary medicines  have  been  subject  to 
resale  price  maintenance;  they  are 
therefore  uniform.  In  spite  of  this, 
proprietary  medicines  show  the  same 
tendency  for  larger  stores  to  enhance 
their  share  of  the  market  at  the  ex- 
pense of  smaller  shops,  though  the 
extent  to  which  this  is  happening  is 
probably  less  in  the  case  of  proprietary 


medicines  than  it  is  in  the  case  of  th 
other  products.  .  .  But  for  resale  pric 
maintenance  larger  retail  outlets  coul 
conceivably  afiord  to  sell  at  lowe 
prices  than  smaller  retail  outlets.  Th 
question  remains  whether  the  margin 
available  to  retail  pharmacists  an 
wholesalers  are  set  at  an  appropriat 
level.  We  have  indicated  that  we  car 
not  assess  either  costs  or  profits  fc 
proprietary  medicines,  these  being 
small  proportion  of  the  chemist's  tot£ 
turnover.  The  evidence  at  our  dispose 
thus  does  not  permit  us  to  conclud 
that  these  margins  are  excessive,  an 
we  accordingly  refrain  from  recon- 
mending  a  change  in  them. 

In  respect  of  paints  (the  first  of  il 
four  remits),  the  Board  recommende 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  discus 
with  representatives  of  the  trade  th 
need  for  a  combined  study  of  di; 
count  structure  with  a  view,  for  e; 
ample,  to  relating  discounts  to  the  siz 
of  orders.  Margins  on  children's  clot! 
ing  and  household  textiles  were  foun 
not  to  be  excessive. 

The  Government  is  to  discuss  th 
Board's  report  with  the  trades  an 
other  interests  concerned. 


TREND  IN  CHEMISTS'  SALES 


A  5-per-cent.  rise 

TOTAL  receipts  by  chemists  in  1967 
are  estimated  to  have  reached  £437 
million  in  1967  —  an  increase  of  6  per 
cent,  over  1966.  National  Health  Ser- 
vice receipts  accounted  for  about  38 
per  cent,  of  chemists"  total  turnover 
(37  per  cent,  in  1966).  "This  has  been  a 
continuing  situation  for  many  years 
now  and  despite  rising  costs  of  many 
prescriptions  is  basically  a  reflection  of 
failure  to  compete  effectively  with  com- 
petitive outlets  for  counter  sales"  says 
a  report  on  chemists'  and  photo- 
graphers' shops  in  Retail  Business  126 
for  August  (Economist  Intelligence 
Unit).  Ideally,  the  report  adds,  counter 
sales  would  go  ahead  as  fast  as  N.H.S. 
receipts,  overdependence  on  which 
represents  "a  tendency  to  look  inwards 
and  as  such  is  unhealthy." 

The  authors  estimate  that  chemists 
should  register  an  overall  5  per  cent, 
rise  in  sales  in  1968,  multiples  being 
again  to  the  fore  with  a  7  per  cent, 
rise.  Price  rises  will  help  the  upward 
movement,  but  it  was  to  be  hoped 
that  useful  volume  gains  would  be 
achieved  as  well.  The  pressure  on  the 
independents  will  be  kept  up,  and  un- 
less they  react  soon  the  report  says, 
it  may  be  too  late  "to  halt  an  increas- 
ing number  of  closures  that  could  con- 
siderably thin  their  ranks  over  the 
next  few  years." 

A  Declining  Proportion 

Chemists'  counter  sales  accounted 
for  about  60  per  cent,  of  1967  turn- 
over, a  declining  proportion  of  the 
total  (65  to  70  per  cent,  between  1962 
and  1966).  Counter  sales  in  chemists 
and  photographic  shops  were  £339 
million  in  1967,  a  3  per  cent,  increase 
in  the  year  —  the  same  rate  of  pro- 
gress as  all  retail  outlets.  The  report 
points  out  that  1967  was  a  notable 
year  in  that  for  the  first  time  the 
independents'  share  of  the  total 
dropped  below  half,  even  if  only  mar- 


expected  in  1968 

ginally  below.  The  multiples  increase 
their  share  to  45  per  cent.,  which  su{ 
gests  that  it  may  not  be  long  befor 
they  equal  the  independents  in  sal 
volume  —  possibly  in  two  or  thre 
years. 

Bad  Start:  Better  Finish 

The  independents  started  1967  badl; 
with  decreases  in  sales  in  the  first  si 
months,    the  end    year   marginal  ir 
crease  in  sales  being  due  solely  to 
4  per  cent,  advance  in  the  last  quartc 

—  a  partial  expression  of  the  "min 
boom"  following  November's  devalu' 
tion.  The  co-operative  chemists  showe 
losses  throughout  1967,  greater  in  t" 
first  half  than  in  the  second.  Multiple 
in  contrast,  managed  increases  througf 
out  1967,  particularly  in  the  secon 
half  of  the  year.  Total  consumer  e 
penditure  on  chemists"  goods  at  cui 
rent  prices  was  £339  million  in  19 

—  more  than  the  total  of  sales  b 
chemists  alone  (excluding  photograph) 
goods).  That  would  demonstrate  th 
fact  that  appreciable  sales  of  chemis 
goods  were  now  made  outside  spec 
fic  chemists"  outlets.  The  retail  pri 
index  for  medicines,  toilet  requisite 
soap  and  cleaning  materials  regain" 
its  early  1967  level  in  early  1968,  fo 
lowing  a  2  per  cent,  decrease  large 
due  to  the  price  enforced  for  certai 
detergents.  Whereas  prices  of  pharm- 
ceutical  preparations  had  risen  by  littl 
over  i  per  cent,  between  1954  2r 
1964  and  then  by  2\  per  cent,  betwe 
1964  and  1967,  the  rise  between  th 
end  of  1967  and  May  1968  was  a 
ready  as  much  as  2  per  cent,  becaus 
of  devaluation  and  increased  purchas 
tax.  Similarly  the  prices  of  toilet  pr< 
parations  have  so  far  risen  by  over 
per  cent,  in  1968,  as  compared  with 

1  per  cent,  increase  over  all  1967.  Soa 
prices  have  risen  by  2  per  cent. 
1968  against  a  marginal  drop  in  196 
Photographic  paper  and  film  wholesal 
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irices  have  risen  8  per  cent,  during 
,968  and  in  all  16  per  cent,  since 
'966.  The  Census  of  Distribution  for 
,966  showed  a  total  of  nearly  18.()()0 
hemists  and  photographic  dealers  in 
966,  a  drop  of  nearly  2}  per  cent., 
jince  the  previous  census  in  1961.  The 
;reat  bulk  of  the  total,  79  per  cent 
/ere  independent  outlets  —  a  higher 
iroportion  than  in  many  other  sectors, 
he  report  adds  that  the  most  disturb- 
.ig  feature  for  the  independent  and 
[o-operative  chemists  is  that  although 
Jhey  have  nearly  six  times  the  total 
lumber  of  outlets  of  multiples,  they 
ontribute  only  1.6  times  the  turnover. 
Uthough  many  multiple  chemist  out- 
ets  sell  a  wider  range  of  merchandise, 
md  their  average  selling  space  is  prob- 
ibly  greater,  the  discrepancy  between 
he  respective  turnovers  per  establish- 
nent  is  nevertheless  "very  disturbing." 
3n  the  merger  between  the  two  larg- 
;st  multiples  the  report  comments  that 
he  new  group  poses  a  greater  threat 


to  independents  than  did  the  two  com- 
panies separately. 

In  the  same  issue  of  Retail  Business 
a  report  entitled  "The  future  for  the 
independent  retailer"  says  it  is  difficult 
to  say  to  what  extent  the  imposition 
of  selective  employment  tax  and  the 
abolition  of  resale  price  maintenance 
has  affected  the  small  shopkeeper  apart 
from  conditions  being  more  difficult 
now. 

Indications  are  that  the  decline 
in  outlets  has  accelerated  since  1966  as 
the  tax  and  price-cutting  took  effect. 
Independent  grocers,  with  about  three- 
quarters  of  the  total  number  of  grocery 
shops  were  responsible  for  only  20  per 
cent,  of  grocery  sales,  and  that  pro- 
portion was  declining.  Similar  condi- 
tions were  reported  in  most  trades, 
and  it  was  obvious  that  the  indepen- 
dent retailer  must  take  action  to  sur- 
vive. Only  those  small  retailers  will 
survive  who  do  not  rely  on  flexibility 
and  personal  service  alone. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PREPARATIONS 

Census  shows  steep  productivity  rise 


HE  net  annual  output  per  head  of  phar- 
naceutical  preparations  in  the  United 
ingdom  went  up  from  £1,562  in 
958  to  £2,283  in  1963.  Those  figures, 
aken  from  Report  on  the  Census  of 
>roduction,  1963  (H.M.  Stationery 
)ffice,  price  3s.  6d.),  are  based  on  124 
interprises  with  160  establishments,  all 
mploying  twenty-five  or  more  persons, 
jross  output  rose  to  £204-9  million 
from  £133  8  million)  and  the  net  out- 
mt  to  £120  million  (from  £67-9  mil- 
ion).  When  the  output  of  159  small 
irms  each  employing  fewer  than 
wenty-five  was  included,  gross  output 
)ecame  £211-9  million  (£145.9  million) 
md  net  output  £1241  million  (£74-1 
nillion).  Of  the  124  large  enterprises, 
bur  were  businesses  employing  2,500 
ir  over. 


Jales  Volume 

Sales  of  principal   products  of  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  by  firms  em- 
jloying    twenty-five   or    more  during 
963  included  the  following:  — 

£'000 

Injections,  penicillin  2,003 
other  antibiotics  1 ,740 

other  (excluding  steroids 
vaccines,   etc.)  5,388 
Tablets,  pills,  capsules: 
Aspirin  and  aspirin  compounds  12,994 
Antibiotics,  penicillin  5,423 
other  11,066 
Barbiturates  1.981 
Sulphonamides  1,578 
Alkaloids  1 ,679 

Vitamins  3,761 
Other  34,613 
Ointments,  lotions,  etc: 
Antibiotics  2,432 

*  Galenicals   (bulk)  3,044 

*  Health  salts  1,166 
Invalid  foods,  etc.  3.330 
Steroid  preparations  5.312 
Insulin  1,344 
Vaccines  2,947 

■J"   Toilet  preparations  for  hair  2,647 
Others  5,122 
"^Jpental  preparations  975 
The  report  covers  the  manufacture 
of  surgical   sutures   but   not  surgical 
dressings  of  cotton.  The  manufacture 


of  steroid  preparations,  which  was  in- 
cluded in  the  1958  report  on  phar- 
maceuticals, is  being  dealt  with  in  the 
report  for  the  General  Chemicals  In- 
dustry for  1963.  Another  difference  be- 
tween the  reports  for  the  two  years 
is  that  in  1963  returns  were  made  by 
firms  employing  twenty-five  or  more, 
in  1958  on  that  number  engaged  on 
production. 

EXPORT 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

ONE  million  camera  lenses  in  plas- 
tic have  been  exported  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1968  by  Combined  Optical 
Industries,  Ltd.,  Slough,  pioneers  in 
the  aspheric  lens  field.  Most  have  been 
sent  to  the  United  States  and  Italy, 
with  smaller  orders  to  the  Argentine, 
Spain  and  Germany.  The  orders  are 
the  company's  first  major  exports  of 
plastic  lenses  and  follow  intensive 
overseas  personal  contact  by  the  com- 
pany's directors  and  sales  staff  with 
camera  manufacturers,  who  are  turn- 
ing increasingly  to  plastic  for  their 
lenses  on  grounds  of  economy. 


HEART  DISEASE 
European  Drug  Trials 

THE  World  Health  Organisation  is 
sponsoring  trials  of  clofibrate  (a  drug 
that  reduces  blood  cholesterol)  in  Buda- 
pest, Edinburgh  and  Prague,  accord- 
ing to  an  article  in  the  August  issue 
of  World  Health.  Already  5.000  men 
are  participating  in  the  trial  which  will 
ultimately  include  15.000  patients  and 
continue  for  five  years.  The  men  in 
the  trial  have  been  divided  into  two 
groups:  those  with  high  and  those 
with  low  blood  fat.  Half  of  the  "high" 
group  receive  the  clofibrate  capsules, 
the  other  half  capsules  containing 
olive  oil.  Persons  in  the  "low"  group 
are  also  given  olive-oil  capsules.  The 
hope  is  that  as  clofibrate  brings  down 
blood  fat  in  the  "high"  group,  their 
incidence  of  coronary  heart  disease 
over  the  coming  years  will  also  fall  to 
something  like  that  experienced  by  the 
"low"  blood-fat  group. 

MANUFACTURERS' 
ACTIVITIES 

Sunglasses  for  Questing  Students. — 

Students  reading  economics  at  the 
University  of  Bristol  have  been 
equipped  with  Cool-Ray  sunglasses  and 
flip-ups  for  a  6.()00-mile  tour  they  are 
making  through  Morocco,  Algeria  and 
Tunisia  in  preparation  for  a  Socio- 
economic Study  of  North  Africa. 

Yachtsman  and  Pony  Riders  Helped. 
— The  recently  published  stores  list  of 
Sir  Alec  Rose's  "Lively  Lady"  shows 
that  among  the  provisions  were  six 
tins  of  Ovaltine.  The  makers.  A. 
Wander,  Ltd.,  King's  Langley,  Herts 
also  recently  sponsored  the  children's 
riding  classes  in  the  National  Pony 
Show.  Malvern,  Worcs. 

Salaries  Decimal-style.  —  From  the 
autumn,  almost  three  years  before 
decimal  currency  comes  into  force, 
employees  of  Gillette  Industries,  Ltd., 
are  being  paid  decimal-style.  At 
the  start  the  new  system  will  help  in 
the  preparation  of  salaries  by  compu- 
ter. In  1971  it  will  enable  the  company 
to  convert  to  decimal  payments  with 
little  difficulty.  Ultimate  aim  is  to  pay 
everyone  by  cheque,  making  further 
use  of  computerisation.  Over  a  period 
of  a  year,  decimalisation  will  not  affect 
salaries. 

MODEL  HEADQUARTERS:  Building  .start's 
shortly  on  a  new  head  office  block  for  Kodak, 
Ltd.,  at  Plough  Roundabout,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts.  Total  cost  of  the  new  building  is  put  at 
round  £4'  million.  It  will  have  nineteen  stories 
and  an  air-conditioned  office  area  of  250,000  sq. 
ft.  The  contract  has  been  placed,  and  comple- 
tion of  the  work  is  expected  by  the  spring  of 
1971.  For  many  years  the  company's  offices  have 
been  at  Kingsway,  London.  W.C.2. 
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I'he  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages, 
c'i'iarges  have  to  be  added  whereby  values  are  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  receive  the  goods  into  stock. 


Various 


London,  August  14:  Highlight  in 
an  otherwise  dull  week  for  Crude 
D",UGS  was  a  sharp  rise  in  Turmeric 
prices.  Forward  business  in  the  root 
vv  IS  done  at  240s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  and 
afterwards  247s.  6d.  was  being  asked. 
That  represented  a  rise  of  35s.  per  cwt. 
on  the  week  and  spot  holders  marked 
up  their  offers  to  250s.  against  210s. 
a  week  ago.  Cape  Aloes  were  again 
firner  by  10s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot, 
fo;ward  offers  being  difficult  to  come 
by.  Styrax  was  marginally  dearer. 
Easier  were  Belladonna  leaves  and 
HEi'B  and  Costa  Rican  Ipecacuanha. 
New  crop  prices  for  American  Botani- 
cals are  awaited.  Chinese  Menthol 
was  down  2s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

In  Essential  Oils  a  continued 
shortage  of  Cloves  has  forced  up  the 
price  of  English-distilled  bud  oil  to 
44s.  per  lb.,  a  rise  of  9s.  Also  dearer 
were  Chinese  Eucalyptus  by  about 
twopence  per  lb.  on  the  spot  and 
Pa!  MAROSA  by  about  2s.  per  lb  for 
shipment. 

Pharmaceutical  Chemicals 

Ammonium  acetate. — Kegs  (50-kilos), 
B.p.c.  1949,  7s.  3d.  per  kilo,  solution 
(200-k;io  drums)  strong,  2s.  2W.  per  kilo. 

Amn!i)nium  bicarbonate. — B.p.  powder 
£54  10,.  per  ton;  carbonate,  £83  10s.  for 
lump  iind  £87  10s.  for  powder. 

Ammonium  chloride. — 50-kilo  lots  pure 
powdor,  2s.  5|d.  per  kilo  in  paper  sacks. 

Anf'rine. — HYDROCHLORIDE  (per  kllo) 
in  1-kilo  lots,  104s.  3d.;  5  kilos,  102s.  3d., 
25  kilos,  100s.  The  mononitrate  is  108s.  6d.; 
1065.  6d.  and  104s.  3d.  for  similar  quantities. 

Ascorbic  acid. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo, 
29s  3d.;  5-kilos,  27s.;  50-kilos,  24s.  6d. 
Coated  is  Is.  6d.  more  and  Sodium  ascor- 
bate,  5s.  6d.  more  than  the  acid. 

Bacitracin. — Sterile  topical,  53s.  per 
mega  imit  for  25  m.u.  lots. 

Benzocaine. — 1-cwt.  lots,  12s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Calciferol. — l-kilo  lots  2s.  7M.  per  gm. 

Calcium  pantothenate. — 92s.  6d.  per 
kilo  for  1  to  9  kilo  lots. 

P-I'arotene. — Suspension  20  per  cent. 
334s.  Od.  kilo. 

Cyanocobalamin.  —  100-gm.  lots  are 
52s.  6d.  per  gm. 

DiGoxiN. — 100-gm.  lots  are  40s.  per  gm. 

FoLi"  ACID. — B.p.  and  u.s.p.,  1-kilo  lots, 
£16  iO  ,.  per  kilo. 

HYnROXocoBALAMiN. — FoT  100-gm.  lots, 
105s.  p  r  gm. 

Inositol. — 1-kilo,  100s.;  10  kilos,  90s.  per 
kilo. 

Magnesium  carbonate. — 1-ton  lots: 
LIGHT.  145s.  cwt.;  heavy,  135s.  to  165s.  per 

cwt. 

Magnesium  hydroxide. — b.p.c,  1-ton 
lots,  3s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  oxide,  b.p. — light,  1-cwt. 
lots.  4s.  2d.  per  lb.,  1-ton,  3s.  Ud.;  heavy 
(1-ton),  6s.  5d.  per  lb. 

Magnesium  peroxide. — b.p.c.  (15  per 
cent.),  3s.  lid.  per  lb.  for  1-cwt.  lots. 

Magnesium  phosphate. — tribasic,  b.p.c. 
1949,  103.  4d.  per  kilo,  in  sacks;  dihydro- 
gen,  9s.  kilo  for  50-kilo  lots. 

Ma<.nesium  sulphate. — B.p.  crystals  in 
minim, I  a  1-ton  lots  £22-£25  per  ton,  exsic- 
cated, i-66  10s.  per  ton,  ex  works. 

Magnkvujm  trisilicate. — 1-ton  lots 
3s.  9d.  pi;r  lb. 


Menaphthone. — (100-kilo  lots),  b.p.  112s. 
per  kilo;  acetomenaphthone,  b.p.  112s.  6d.; 
menaphthone  sodium  bisulphite  (vitamin 
KJ,  74s.  per  kilo  for  25-kilo  lots. 

Mercurochrome. — 145s.  6d.  per  kilo. 

Nicotinamide. — (Per  kilo).  I-kilo,  32s.; 
10-100  kilos,  29s. 

NiroTiNic  ACID. — 1-kilo,  26s.  6d.;  10-100 
kilos,  23s.  6d.  per  kilo. 

D-Panthenol. — 1  to  9  kilos,  182s.  per 
kilo;  10  kilos,  172s.  per  kilo. 

Phenol. — Ice  crystals  in  bulk.  Is.  4d.  per 
lb.  LIQUID,  B.P.,  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  in  56-lb. 
returnable  tins. 

Phenolphthalein. — 1-cwt.,  9s.  per  lb. 

Phosphoric  acid. — b.p.  (s.g.  1.750); 
10-drum  lots,  1 56s.  lOd.  per  cwt. ;  54-kilo  lots 
in  bottles,  4s.  9d.  per  kilo. 

Piperazine. — Less  than  50  kilos  are: 
adipate,  19s.  3d.  per  kilo;  citrate,  18s.  6d.; 
hexahydrate,  13s.  3d.;  phosphate,  20s.  6d.; 

TARTRATE,  19s.  6d. 

Pyridoxine. — (Per  kilo)  1-kilo, •176s.  6d.; 
10-kilos,  171s.  6d.;  25-kilos,  169s. 

Riboflavine. — 170s.  kilo;  10-kilos,  165s. 

Santonin. — 5  kilo  lots,  374s.  kilo. 

Sodium  acetate. — b.p.c.  1949,  50-kilos, 
4s.  O.ld.  per  kilo. 

Sodium  benzoate. — 1-ton  lots,  2s.  5d. 

Sodium  bicarbonate. — b.p.  1-cwt.,  bags 
£24  8s.  per  ton  for  8-ton  lots. 

Sodium  chloride. — Vacuum  dried, 
179s.  4d.  per  ton  in  paper  sacks  for  6-ton  lots. 

Sodium  cyclamate. — 1-ton  lots,  4s.  lb. 

Sodium  fluoride. — b.p.c,  50-kilo  kegs, 
10s.  4d.  per  kilo. 

Sodium  formate. — b.p.c.  1934,  6s.  8d. 
per  kilo  for  50-kilos. 

Sodium  hydroxide. — flake,  69s.  6d.  per 
50-kilo  drums,  sticks,  b.p.,  1958,  50-kilos 
12s.  Ud.  per  kilo  in  5-kilo  tins;  pellets, 
5s.  4d.  kilo  for  250-kilo  lots. 

Sodium  metabisulphite. — Powder  Is.  lid. 
kilo  in  50-kilo  sack. 

Sodium  nitrite. — b.p.c,  50-kilo  kegs, 
6s.  2d.  per  kilo. 

Sodium  pantothenate. — Per  kilo,  105s. 
for  1-  to  9-kilo  lots. 

Sodium  perborate. — (Per  ton)  tetra- 
hydrate  (minimum  10  per  cent,  available 
oxygen),  £144  8s.  in  1-cwt.  kegs;  £136  18s. 
in  1-cwt.  bags;  perborate  monohydrate 
(15  per  cent,  available  oxygen)  is  £313  4s. 

Sodium  percarbonate.  —  (Per  ton), 
£173  15s.  in  kegs  (bags  £7  10s.  per  ton  lower) 
for  minimum  121  per  cent,  available  oxygen. 

Sodium  phosphate. — b.p.  acid  crystals 
6s.  3d.  per  kilo;  powder,  8s.  Id. 

Sodium  salicylate. — 1-ton  lots  in  bulk, 
3s.  lO^d.  per  lb. 

Sodium  sulphate. — b.p.  £30-£38  per  ton 
as  to  crystal,  b.p.  exsiccated  £58  lOs.  ton 
(5-cwt.  lots). 

Sodium  sulphite. — 4-ton  lots;  photo 
quality,  £3!  12s.  6d.  per  ton  in  bags. 

Sodium  thiosulphate. — In  4-ton  lots 
£38  12s.  6d.  per  ton  ex  works. 

Sulphur. — (Approximate  prices  per  ton), 
SUBLIMED  flowers,  B.P.,  £75;  technical, 
£70;  ground,  £32  to  £38;  precipitated, 
B.P.,  £150;  roll,  £36  to  £46.  All  ex  store. 

Vitamin  A. — acetate  and  palmitate  up 
to  10,000  mi.u.  2id.  per  m.i.u.;  10-50,000 
m.i.u.  2id. 

Vitamin  D.  —  Powder  for  tableting, 
850,000  i.u.  per  gm.  125s.  per  kilo;  in  oil. 
1  million  i.u.  per  gm.  67s.  6d.  per  kilo  for 
100,000  m.i.u.  Crystalline;  see  under  calci- 
ferol. D  in  oil  (1  mega  per  gm.),  threepence 
per  mega  for  less  than  100-gm  ampoule. 


Vitamin  E. — (Kilo)  Tocopheryl  acetate 
292s.  6d.;  10-kilos,  287s.  6d.  25  per  cent, 
dry  powder  10-kilos,  108s. 

Zinc  carbonate. — b.p.c.  25-kilo  sacks, 
4s.  9|d.  kilo. 

Zinc  chloride. — b.p.c.  1959,  sticks, 
23s.  per  kilo,  granular  96-98%,  £120-£125 
ton. 

Zinc  oxide. — b.p.,  2-ton  lots,  £135  3s.  6d. 
ton. 

Zinc    peroxide. — 1-cwt.    lots    of  B.P., 
5s.  3d.  per  lb.  ' 
Zinc  sulphate. — Commercial,  £54  ton. 

Crude  Drugs 

Aloes. — (Per  cwt.).  Cape  primes,  280s., 
spot,  265s.,  c.i.f.;  Curacao,  510s.;  490s.,  c.ij. 

Belladonna. — leaves,  3s.  8d.  lb.,  spot 
3s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  herb,  2s.  6d.  and  Is.  lOd.,  c.i.f.; 
root.  Is  lOd.  spot.  Is.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

BucHU. — leaves.  Spot  21s.  lb.  nominal; 
no  shipment  offers. 

Cherry  bark. — Thin  natural,  2s.  5d.  lb. 
spot;  2s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 

Cloves. — No  offers  from  any  source. 

Ergot. — Portuguese — Spanish,  8s.  3d.  lb.: 
7s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

GjNGER. — (Per  cwt.) — Jamaican  No.  3 
340s.  spot  and  c.i.f.;  Cochin,  310s.,  spot 
325s.,  c.i.f. 

Hydrastis. — 36s.  6d.  lb.  spot;  36s.,  c.i.f 

Ipecacuanha. — (Per  lb.).  Matto  Grosso 
48s.  spot,  47s.,  c.i.f  nominal;  Costa  Rican, 
63s.  6d.  and  58s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Colombian. 
47s.  6d.  and  47s.,  c.i.f. 

Liquorice. — root,   Russian,   85s.  cwt 
block  juice,  Anatolian,  250s.  per  cwt. 

Menthol. — (lb.).  Chinese,  35s.  6d.;  spot 
August-September,  32s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian 
29s.  6d.,  spot;  28s.  3d.,  c.i.f. 

Styrax. — Spot,  21s.  6d.;  21s.,  c.i.f. 

Turmeric. — Madras    spot,    250s.  cwt 
shipment,  247s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Valerian  root.  —  Indian,  350s.  cwt. 
spot  and  c.i.f.;  Continental,  470s.  c.i.f. 
475s.,  spot. 

Witch  hazel  leaves. — 4s.  8d.  lb.,  spot 
4s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Essential  and  Expressed  Oils 

Bergamot. — Spot,  105s.  to  Ills.  6d.  lb. 
Bois  DE  rose. — Brazilian,  19s.  6d.  lb.  spot 
19s.,  c.i.f. 

CiTRONELLA. — Ceylon,  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot 
6s.  2d.  c.i.f.;  Formosan,  5s.  lOd.,  in  bond 
6s.  6d.,  c.i.f.;  Chinese,  4s.  9d.,  in  bond 
4s.  lOM.,  c.i.f. 

Clove. — (lb.)  Madagascar  leaf,  shipment 
13s.  9d.,  c.i.f.;  spot,  14s.  in  bond,  English' 
distilled  bud,  44s.  (1-cwt.  lots). 

Cumin. — English  distilled  oil  from  120s 
per  lb.  Imported  from  110s. 

Eucalyptus. — Chinese,  80-85  per  cent 
lis.  per  kilo  in  bond;  10s.  6d.,  c.i.f. 

Palmarosa. — 190s.  kilo;  185s.,  c.i.f. 

Peppermint. — (Per  lb.),  Arvenis:  Chines 
lis.,  spot;  10s.  7d.,  c.i.f.  Brazilian,  lis 
spot,  10s.  7id.,  c.i.f.  American  Piperita,  40s 
to  47s.  6d.;  Italian,  95s. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT 

New  York,  August  1 3 :  The  price 
of  Lavender  spike  oil  has  fallen  tc 
a  range  of  $3.25-$ 3.50  lb.  Citric  acii 
demand  has  improved  and  prices  an 
firm,  but  Glycerin  has  weakened  th( 
u.s.p.  99  per  cent,  grade  being  quote 
at  251  cents  lb. 
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TRADE  MARKS 

APPLICATIONS  ADVERTISED 
BEFORE  REGISTRATION 
"Trade  Marks  Journal,"  August  7,  No.  4693 

VY-TRAL,  922,905,  by  Alberto-Culver  Co., 
Melrose  Park,  Illinois,  U.S.A.  For  chemical 
substances  for  use  in  the  manufacture  of 
cosmetics   and    toilet    preparations  (1) 

lOTECT,  921,580,  by  May  &  Baker,  Ltd., 
Dagenham,   Essex.   For  chemical  substances 

i   for  laboratory,   photographic  and  industrial 

i   use  ( I ) 

FOTOFAX,  B905.341,  by  Imperial  Smelting 
Corporation  (N.S.C.),  Ltd.,  London,  W.I. 
For  chemical  products  for  use  in  photo- 
graphy (1) 

ARGONA,  886,923-24,  by  Shell  International 
Petroleum  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  S.E.I.  For 
chemical  products  for  use  in  agriculture, 
horticulture  and  forestry;  manures  (natural 
and  artificial)  (1)  and  for  veterinary  sub- 
stances: insecticides,  larvicides,  fungicides 
and  pesticides;  preparations  for  killing  weeds 
and  destroying  vermin  (5) 

SOFTLY  BY  VITAPOINTE,  914, 12.^  by 
Fisons  Pharmaceuticals,  Ltd.,  Loughborough, 

1   Leics.   For  soaps;  perfumes,   perfumed  non- 

\  medicated  toilet  preparations;  cosmetics; 
and  hair  lotions  (3) 
,  BRAVURA,  918,103,  by  Textron,  Inc.,  Pro- 
vidence, Rhode  Island.  U.S.A.  For  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations;  eau  de  Cologne, 
soaps,    preparations    for    the    hair,  essential 

I  oils  and  toilet  articles  (3) 

jVAKE  UP,  B918,313,  by  Unilever,  Ltd.,  Port 
Sunlight,  Birkenhead,  Ches.  For  soaps,  cos- 
metics, dentifrices,  preparations  for  cleaning 

1      artificial    teeth    and    preparations    for  the 

.    j  hair  (3) 

U  CELPHIDE,  918,495,  by  Warner,  Harvey  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  W.I.  For  cosmetics,  non- 
medicated  toilet  preparations,  nail  polish, 
nail  polish  removing  preparations,  perfumes, 
soap,  preparations  for  the  hair,  eau  de 
Cologne,    essential    oils    and   dentifrices  (3) 

SRISTOW'S  FINALLY  FREE,  918,844.  by 
T.  F.  Bristow  &  Co.,  Brentford,  Middlesex. 
For  medicated  shampoos  (3) 

ESTEPHAN,  921,322,  by  Personal  Trade  Ser- 
vices, Ltd.,  London,  W.I.  For  cosmetic 
preparations  (3) 

:APLARIL,  877,427,  by  Carter-Wallace.  Inc., 
New  York,  U.S.A.  For  medicinal  and  phar- 
maceutical  preparations    and    substances  (5) 

JALA,  878,517,  by  Gala  of  London,  Ltd., 
London,  W.I  and  Surbiton,  Surrey.  For 
medicated  preparations  for  the  treatment  of 
the  scalp  and  skin;  deodorants;  medicated 
tissues;  and  bandages  (5) 

HREE  BEARS,  903,540,  by  J.  &  J.  Colman, 
Ltd.,  Norwich.  For  infants'  and  invalids' 
foods,  all  being  for  sale  in  the  United  King- 
dom, otherwise  than  for  export  (5) 
evice,  B906,4I8.  by  Vitax,  Ltd.,  Burscough 
Bridge,  Ormskirk,  Lanes.  For  insecticides, 
disinfectants  and  preparations  for  killing 
Breeds  (5) 

IJ'HhERAZAN,  906,650,  by  Merck  &  Co..  Inc., 
■'HRahway,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A.  For  medicinal 
''iHonrf  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  sub- 
Wistances  for  human  and  veterinary  use; 
iJjMsanitary  substances  (5) 

ATMORTE,  B917.53I,  by  Strawson  Chemi- 
cal Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  S.W.I.  For  rat- 
killing  preparations  (5) 

ED-I-PAK,  B91 1,577,  by  American  Home 
Products  Corporation,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  pro- 
ducts, all  packaged  in  unit  dose  form  (5) 
SNTICRON,  913,751,  by  Ciba,  Ltd.,  Basle, 
Switzerland.  For  chemical  preparations  for 
killing  weeds  and  destroying  vermin;  in- 
secticides (5) 

IRZOL,  913,815,  by  Fisons  Pest  Control, 
Ltd.,  Harston,  Cambs.  For  preparations 
tor  killing  weeds  and  destroying  vermin; 
pesticides;  herbicides;  insecticides  and  jungi- 
zides  (5) 

iNTOLIN,    917,177,    by   Duncan,  Flockhart 
ind  Evans,  Ltd.,  Edinburgh,   II.  For  phar- 
naceutical   and    veterinary    preparations  (5) 
aK    JSTASORB,     918,130,     by  Bristol-Myers, 
lit    Zo.,    New    York,    U.S.A.    For  medicinal, 
jlfj     Pharmaceutical   and    veterinary  preparations 


other  than  for  topical  application  (5) 
ANN  HAMILTON,  920,436,  by  Ann  Hamil- 
ton, Old  Woking,  Surrey.  For  pharma- 
ceutical contraceptives  (5) 
HERBOXY,  921,137,  by  J.  R.  Geigy,  A  G., 
Basle,  Switzerland.  For  preparations  for 
killing  weeds  and  destroying  vermin;  insec- 
ticides, larvicides,  fungicides  and  pesticides 
(5) 

SltQUAT,  920,938,  by  Printar  Industries,  Ltd., 
London,  W.C.2.  For  deodorants,  disinfect- 
ants, antiseptics  and  bactericidal  compounds; 
fungicides,  preparations  for  killing  weeds 
and  destroying  vermin  (5) 

EUSAPRIM,  921,441,  by  Wellcome  Founda- 
tion, Ltd.,  London,  N.W.I.  For  pharma- 
ceutical, medical  and  veterinary  prepara- 
tions and  substances  (5) 

REMANEX,  923,976,  by  Zyma,  S.A.,  Nyon, 
Switzerland.  For  disinfectants,  deodorants; 
pharmaceutical,  veterinary  and  sanitary  pre- 
parations and  substances  (5) 

METHISUL,  907,928,  by  Northern  Drug,  Co., 
Ltd.,  Leeds,  7,  Yorks.  PANAFEM  C.C., 
920,482,  by  Potter  &  Clarke,  Ltd.,  Croydon, 
Surrey.  ALIKAL,  922,856,  by  Sterling  Pro- 
ducts International,  Inc.,  New  York,  U.S.A. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  sub- 
stances (5) 

MIRACTANE,  917,123,  RESTORILEN, 
923.716.  by  CIBA,  Ltd.,  Basle,  Switzerland. 
For  pharmaceutical  preparations  and  sub- 
stances   for    human    and    veterinary    use  (5) 

BROCASEPT,  RESCURA,  923,536-37,  by  N. 
V.  Koninklijke  Pharmaceutische  Fabrieken 
V/H  Brocades-Stheeman  &  Pharmacia,  Am- 
sterdam, Holland  For  pharmaceutical,  medi- 
cal and  veterinary  preparations;  medical  and 
surgical  plasters;  material  prepared  for  ban- 
daging; disinfectants  (5) 

FARMACOLA,  B908,848,  by  Dr.  Andreu, 
S.A.,  Geneve,  Geneva,  Switzerland.  For  phar- 
maceutical products  containing  or  derived 
from  cola  nuts  (5) 

R  (device),  B9I7,929,  by  Randolph  Optical 
Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  E.C.I.  For 
optical  apparatus  and  instruments,  spec- 
tacles, spectacle  frames,  sunglasses;  parts 
and  fittings  (9) 

METALVISTA  (device).  B9 17,989,  by  Ran- 
dolph Optical  Supply  Co..  Ltd.,  London, 
E.C.I.  For  optical  apparatus  and  instru- 
ments, spectacles,  spectacle  frames,  sun- 
glasses; parts  and  fittings;  all  made  wholly 
or  principally  of  metal;  and  lenses  for  use 
Willi  the  aforesaid  goods  (9) 

PATENTS 

COMPLETE  SPECIFICATIONS  ACCEPTED 
From  the  "Official  .lournal  (Patents)," 
July  31 

Penicillin   and   process   for   its   production.  J. 

R.  Geigy,  A.G.  1,127.182. 
lO-Sec.      aminoalkyl-phenothiazine  derivatives 

and  process  for  their  production.  J.  R.  Geigy, 

A.G.  1.127,188. 
British  patent  specifications  relating  to  the 
above  will  be  obtainable  (price  4s.  6d.  each) 
from  the  Patents  Office,  25  Southampton 
Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.2, 
from   September  11. 

From  the  "Official  Journal  (Patents)," 
August  7 

Piperazine  derivative.  Soc.  Farmaceutici  Italia. 
1.127.336. 

Piperazine  compounds.  G.  D.  Searle  &  Co. 
1,127,354. 

Pharmaceutical  composition  for  the  treattnent 
of  Parkinson  syndrome.  Siegfried,  AG. 
1,127,405. 

Apparatus  for  solids  blending.  Rexall  Drug  & 
Chemical  Co.  1,127,452. 

Method  of  preparing  ribonucleosides  by  micro- 
organism. Ajinomoto  Co.,  Inc.  1,127,544. 

Device  for  reducing  the  number  and  severity 
of  perineal  tears  during  childbirth.  J.  D. 
Charters,  and  R.  S.  Walker.  1.127,548. 

\Oa-methyl  steroid  compounds.  T.  D.  Thread- 
gold  (Phillips  Gloeilampenfabrieken  N.V.) 
1,127,601. 

Anthelmintic  compositions.  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc. 
1,127,683. 

Process  for  preparing  unsaturated  steroids. 
Roussel-Uclaf.  1,127,746. 


Estratriene  derivatives,  processes  for  their  pre- 
paration, and  compositions  incorporating 
them.    Roussel-Uclaf.  1,127,747. 

Pharmaceutical  compositions  for  use  in  the 
treatment  of  disturbances  due  to  luteinic 
deficiency.    Roussel-Uclaf.  1,127,748. 

19-nor-pregnane  steroid  and  its  preparation. 
Roussel-Uclaf.  1,127.749. 

5  (10),  9  (l\)-bis-dehydro-steroids.  Roussel- 
Uclaf.  1,127,750. 

Resolution  of  dl-6-phenyl-2,3.i,6-tetrahydroimi- 
dazo-(2,l,-h)  thiazole.  American  Cyanamid 
Co.  1.127,852. 

Process  for  the  preparation  of  2-oxo-letrahydro- 
imidazole  compounds.  CIBA,  Ltd.,  1,127,861. 

2-  oxo-letrahydro-imidazole  derivatives  and  pro- 
cess for  their  manufacture.  CIBA,  Ltd. 
1,127,862. 

Preparation  of  CI-8  alkyl  esters  of  a-methyl- 
a-cyano-ft  (i,4. -disubslitutedphenyf)  propionic 
acids.  Merck  &  Co.,  Inc.  1,127.863. 

4-(5-nitro-2-furyl)-thiazolyl  hydantoins  and 
hydrouracils.   Parke,   Davis  &  Co.  1,127,875. 

^-^substituted  phenyl)  pyrrole  derivatives  and 
the  preparation  thereof.  Fujisawa  Pharma- 
ceutical   Co..    Ltd.,  1,127,927. 

3-  phenyl-4-halopyrrole  derivatives  and  process 
for  the  preparations  thereof.  Fujisawa  Phar- 
maceutical Co.,  Ltd.  1.127.928. 

Phenylpyrrole  carboxylic   acid  derivatives  and 
process  for  the  preparation  thereof.  Fujisawa 
Pharmaceutical    Co.,    Ltd.  1,127,929. 
3-phenylpyrrole-2-carboxylic  acid  derivatives  and 
process    for    the    preparation    thereof.  Fuji- 
sawa Pharmaceutical  Co.,  Ltd.  1,127,930. 
Purification     of    parasporal    inclusions  from 
varieties     of     bacillus     thuringiensis.  John 
Labatt,  Ltd.  1.127,947. 
British    patent    specifications    relating    to  the 
above  will   be  obtainable   (price  4s.   6d.  each) 
from    the    Patents    Office,     25  Southampton 
Buildings,    Chancery    Lane,    London,  W.C.2, 
from  September  18. 

COMING  EVENTS 

Items  for  inclusion  under  this  heading  should 
be  sent  in  time  to  reach  the  Editor  not  later 
than  Hrst  post  on  Wednesday  of  the  week  of 
insertion. 

Wednesilay,  August  21 

British  Association  hor  phe  Advancement 
OF  Science,  Dundee.  Annual  meeting.  Until 
August  28. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Golf  Club,  Bruntsfield 
Links  Golfing  Society,  Ltd.,  Davidsons 
Mains,    Edinburgh,    4.    Kerfoot  outing. 

Courses  and  Conferences 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  Eastbourne, 
Sussex.  November  19-20.  Symposium  on 
"Skin."  Fee:  (members)  £8,  (non-members)  £1 1. 
Details  from  general  secretary,  56  Kingsway, 
London,  W.C.2. 

Micro-chemical  Methods  Group,  Society 
FOR  Analytical  Chemistry,  Loughborough 
University  of  Technology.  September  27-28. 
Meeting  on  chromogenic  reactions  in  micro- 
analytical  chemistry.  Second  day's  programme 
includes  a  paper  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Johnson  (British 
Pharmacopoiea  (Commission)  on  "Use  of 
Chromogenic  Reactions  in  Analysis  of  Medi- 
cines Substances."  Details  from  secretary,  9 
Savile  Row,  London,  W.l. 

Society  for  Drug  Research,  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  London,  W.C.I,  at  10  a.m.  on 
November  27.  Symposium  on  "Drugs  in  the 
Treatment  of  Asthma  and  Related  Conditions." 
Fee  for  non-members  £1.  Chelsea  College  of 
Science  and  Technology.  Manresa  Road.  Lon- 
don, S.W.3,  April  15-17,  1969.  Symposium  on 
medicinal  chemistry.  Inquiries  about  either 
symposium  to  secretary  Dr.  A.  B.  Simmonds, 
at  Chelsea  College  of  Science  and  Technology. 

Retail  Trades  Education  Council,  56  Rus- 
sell Square,  London.  W.C.I.  "Managers  as 
trainers"  courses  have  been  arranged  as  fol- 
lows:— September.  Dundee.  17;  Aberdeen,  18; 
Brighton,  25.  October,  Liverpool,  2:  Man- 
chester, 3;  Bristol,  22;  Portsmouth  23:  Glas- 
gow, 29;  Edinburgh,  30.  November.  Preston, 
5;  Birmingham,  6;  South  Shields,  II;  Sunder- 
land, 12;  Cambridge,  19;  Plymouth,  29;  King- 
ston upon  Thames,  26.  Details  from  the 
Cx>uncirs  Training  Development  Officer. 
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BOOKS  RECEIVED 


IVlention  of  a  book  in  this  column  does  not 
preclude  a  review  at  a  later  date. 

Basic    Organic    Chemistry.    Part    2. — J.  M. 

TtDDbK  and  A.  Nechvatal,  John  Wiley  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Baffins  Lane,  Chichester,  Sussex.  8  x  5  in. 
Pp  xii  and  466.  38s. 

Biochemistry  of  Foreign  Compounds. — D.  V. 
PARKt,  B.SC,  PH.D.,  F.R.I.C.,  Pergamon 
Press,  Ltd,  Headington  Hill  Hall,  Oxford.  8+  x 
5i  in.  Pp.  ix  and  269.  75s. 

Copyright  in  Industrial  Designs. — A.  D. 
Ru.ssell-Clarke,  Sweet  &  Maxwell,  Ltd.,  11 
New  Fetter  Lane,  London.  E.C.4.  9i  x  6  in. 
Pp.    XX  and   237.   Fourth   edition.  84s. 

Drug  Scene  in  Great  Britain. — M.  M  Glati, 
D.  J.  PiTTMAN,  D.  G.  Gillespie  and  D.  R. 
Hills,  Edward  Arnold  (Publishers),  Ltd.,  41 
Maddox  Street,  London.  W.l.  li  x  4i  in.  Pp. 
viii   and    117.   28s.   (boards),    15s.  (paper). 

Elements  of  General  and  Biological  Chemis- 
try.—J.  R.  HOLUM,  PH.D.,  John  Wiley  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  Baffins  Lane,  Chichester,  Sussex. 
9  X  6  in.  Pp.  XV  and  576.  79s. 

Elsevier*s  Dictionary  of  Pharmaceutical 
Science  and  Techniques.  Volume  1:  Pharma- 
ceutical Technolog).  A  SLioSBtRG,  M.D. 
(Paris).  Elsevier  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  22  Rip- 
pleside  Commercial  Estate,  Ripple  Road,  Bark- 
ing. Essex.  8j  X  5j  in.  Pp.  xii  and  686.  2105. 

HcllpHanzen-Lexikon  fiir  Arzte  und  Apothe- 
ker. — Priv.-Doj.  Dr.  Med.  Hans  Braun,  Gu.slav 
Fischer  Verlag,  1000  Stuttgart  1.  Postfach  431. 
West  Germany.  20  x  12.5  cm.  Pp.  xxxii  and 
253.  D.M.  36, 

Inorganic  Syntheses  Volume  II. — W.  L.  Jolly 
(editor-in-chief).  McGraw-Hill  Publishing  Co., 
Ltd.,  McGraw-Hill  House,  Shoppenhangers 
Road,  Maidenhead,  Berks.  9  x  6  in.  Pp.  xii 
and  231.  98s. 

Market  Restraints  in  the  Retail  Drug  Indus- 
try.— F.  M.  Fletcher,  Oxiord  University  Press, 
37  Dover  Street,  London,  W.l.  9  x  6  in.  Pp. 
xvi  and  444.  95s. 

Pharmazeutisches  Taschenbuch.  —  Professor 
Dr.-Ino.  Habil  Hans  Kaiser  (editor),  Wissen- 
schaftliche  Verlagsgesellschaft  mbH,  7000  Stutt- 
gart. 1,  Germany.  Postfach  40.  64  x  4i  in. 
Pp,   xii  and    1126.   Sixth  edition.   DM  75. 


"STILL"  FROM  TV  COMMERCIAL:  Sil- 
vikrin  user  seen  in  a  television  programme 
promoting  the  product.  Makers  are  Beecham 
Toiletry  Division.  Great  West  Road,  Brent- 
ford, Middlesex. 


Prescribers' 
Press 

W  hat  doctors  are  reading  about  developments 
m  drugs  and  treatments 

COARSE-particle  aspirin  (mesh  size  16) 
has  been  found  to  produce  significantly 
more  gastrointestinal  bleeding  than  fine 
particle  (120  mesh).  The  study  was  car- 
ried out  in  nine  patients,  who  acted  as 
their  own  controls,  by  workers  at  the 
Royal  North  Shore  Hospital,  Sydney, 
Australia.  Although  the  greater  bleed- 
ing from  "aspirin- 16"  was  found  in  the 
group  as  a  whole  and  in  patients  with 
a  history  of  gastrointestinal  disease,  it 
was  not  statistically  significant  in  pa- 
tients without  such  a  history.  The 
aspirin  was  administered  in  hard  gela- 
tin capsules.  The  results  are  in  oppo- 
sition to  other  workers"  findings  with 
"aspirin-20"  and  "aspirin-80"'  com- 
pressed into  tablets,  and  the  authors 
suggest  that,  apart  from  the  original 
particle-size  dilTerence,  the  ultimate 
particle  size  may  have  been  uncertain 
after  compression.  Also  the  differences 
may  have  been  accentuated  by  the 
slower  dispersion  rate  from  gelatin 
capsules.  It  is  concluded  that  the  vari- 
ables of  particulate  size,  area  of  gastric 
contact  and  duration  of  gastric  contact 
must  be  of  central  importance.  TTie 
authors  assume  that  salicylates  will  al- 
ways produce  some  bleeding  in  the 
majority  of  people  if  analgesic  levels 
in  the  blood  are  to  be  reached.  "The 
search  for  the  safest  preparation  pos- 
sible with  equivalent  analgesic  proper- 
ties to  ordinary  aspirin  must  therefore 
go  on."  (Lancet,  August  10,  p.  300). 

Addition  of  onions  to  a  fat-enriched 
meal  not  only  prevents  the  expected 
reduction  in  fibrinolytic  activity  caused 
by  such  a  diet  but  actually  promotes 
a  significant  increase  of  it,  workers  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  Uni- 
versity, Newcastle  upon  Tyne  have 
shown.  The  increased  activity  was 
demonstrated  in  every  one  of  the 
twenty-two  subjects  studied,  and  oc- 
curred whether  the  onions  were  fried 
or  boiled,  suggesting  that  the  factor 
responsible  is  heat  stable  and  probably 
not  water  soluble.  Investigations  are  in 
progress  to  establish  which  onion  con- 
stitutents  are  responsible.  The  authors 
say  that  there  is  undoubtedly  a  need 
for  a  substance  that  will  have  this 
efl"ect  in  relation  to  fatty  foods,  and 
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others  have  already  carried  out  r< 
search  in  the  hope  of  discovering  1 
cheap,  non-antigenic  drug.  The  preseri 
finding  confirm  in  Britons  results  ol 
tained  in  Indians  and  published  in  Indi! 
in  1966  (B.M.J. ,  August  10,  p.  351). 

The  overall  percentage  of  tetracycliri 
resistance  in  beta-haemolytic  streptcj 
cocci  isolated  from  patients  remaine 
almost  stationary  between  1963  an 
1967,  according  to  a  survey  carried  oij 
in  South-west  Essex.  The  figure  varie: 
between  28  per  cent,  in  1963  throug 
35  per  cent,  in  1965  to  27  per  cent.  | 
1967  suggesting  that  resistance  mc| 
actually  be  declining  from  the  pea 
Ear,  nose,  wound  and  skin  infectioi 
had  a  high  incidence  of  resista 
strains.  (B.M.J. ,  August  10,  p.  349). 

Following  the  recent  suggestic 
that  drug  companies  should  publii 
details  of  proposed  deletions  from  th£| 
lists  in  the  medical  Press  before  final 
deciding  to  withdraw  a  preparatic 
(see  C.  &  D.,  June  15,  p.  552),  til 
medical  director  of  Bayer  Produci 
Co.,  Surbiton,  Surrey,  states  in  a  lett 
to  the  B.M.J,  that  the  company  is  pr 
posing  to  withdraw  Diesed  table 
Apolomine  and  Apolomine  Plus.  I 
points  out  that  some  stocks  are  st 
held  and  the  the  company  will 
pleased  to  help  any  doctor  who  p£ 
ticularly  wants  supplies  (B.M.J .,  Augi: 
10,  p.  377). 

CONTEMPORARY 
THEMES  I 

Subjects    of    contributions    in    current  medij 
and  technical  publications 

Drug  resistance  in  Salmonella  typhinmrii 
and  its  implications,  Brit,  med,  J.,  Aug 
10,  p.  333. 

Tetracvcline-resistant  streptococci  in  sou 
west  Essex:  a  continuing  survey.  Brit.  m\ 
J.,  August  10.  p.  349.  I 

Onions.  Effect  of,  on  blood  fibrinolytic  activii 
Brit.  med.  J.,  August  10,  p.  351. 

Oral  penicillins  in  the  treatment  of  chro 
staphylococcal  osteomyelitis.  Lancet,  Aug 
10,  p.  295. 

Aspirin-induced  gastrointestinal  bleedi 
Effect  of  particle  size  on.  Lancet,  August 
p.  300. 

Crystalline    folic    acid.    Absorption  of 

man.  Lancet,  August  10,  p.  302. 
Anti-lymphocyte      serum.  Preparation 

lymphocyte-specific    antibody    from.  Lan 

August  10,  p.  320. 
Methacycline.  Skeletal  deposition  and  toxi 

of.  Nature,  August  10.  p.  624. 
Penicillin.  Isolation  of  strains  with  increa 

yield     after     hybridisation     in  Aspergi 

nidulatis.    Nature,    August    10,    p.  636 
Synchronisation   of   ovulation    and  artifi 

insemination  in  pigs.   Vet.  Rec,  August 

p.  136. 


COMMERCIAL  TELEVISION 

The  information  given  in  the  table  is  of  number  of  appearances  and  total  screen  time  in  seconds.  Thus  7/105  means  that  the  advertiser's  announcement  will,  during 
week  covered,  be  screened  seven  times  and  for  a  total  of  105  seconds. 
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